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GCC/Georgia News

Livable Buckhead Launches Multifamily
Composting Program

Livable Buckhead has officially launched
#BuckheadCOMPOSTS, a groundbreaking
program that will bring composting to 15
multifamily communities in Buckhead, thanks to a
grant from the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency. Overseen by Livable Buckhead’s
Sustainability Manager, Helen Petersen, this
initiative provides one year of free composting
service with CompostNow, along with fun monthly
challenges, community events, and prizes to keep
engagement high.

The impact? They’re aiming to divert 500,000 pounds of food waste from landfills,
cutting harmful methane emissions and transforming scraps into nutrient-rich soil for our
environment.

Solid Waste Trust Fund (SWTF) Grant Applications Due
September 30th

Applications for the FY26 Recycling and Waste Diversion (RWD) Grants will be accepted
online through the SWTF Grant Program Administration Portal through September 30,
2025. The RWD Grant supports a wide range of projects, including recycling and waste
diversion infrastructure, hub and spoke development, hard-to-recycle materials, recovery
of additional materials, waste reduction, and innovation. Composting programs/projects
are eligible, and several have been funded in the three previous grant cycles. The types of
projects funded are outlined on EPD's website along with resources for the SWTF Grant
Administration Portal. EPD only accepts applications submitted in the Portal. Learn more.

https://epd.georgia.gov/about-us/land-protection-branch/recovered-materials-and-abatement/recovered-materials/solid-waste-0
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=justicegraphics&nav=486e9c14-b55a-40ac-9924-9f98054768a6


Composting Workshop Set for October 4th
Join Keep Cobb Beautiful and Cobb County Parks - Natural Resource Management for a
Composting Workshop on October 4! This workshop is open to composters of all ages and
experience levels. Register here.

Reminder to Renew Your Membership
Notices and invoices are being emailed monthly to members based on the month they
joined a year prior. So please get your renewal done to extend your membership

https://bit.ly/4mmR6uh


another year. We’re making great momentum with your generous support and welcome
your input as we continue providing resources, programs, events and projects for our
members. If you have questions, reach out to Gloria at garecycles@mindspring.com.

GCC Committee Positions Open
The Georgia Composting Council is seeking members to volunteer for a committee; here’s
your chance to dig in and be involved in shaping the programs, projects, outreach and
advocacy work being done to fulfill our mission in Georgia. Learn more about the
committees and let us know which committee is for you! Email us @
garecycles@mindspring.com

USCC and National News

2026 USCC Conference Scholarships Available
The USCC's Annual Conference and Trade Show is the largest professional meeting for
the composting industry. USCC wants all members of the compost industry to be able
to grow with them at COMPOST2026 but recognizes the financial burden that attendance
can present. To increase access to COMPOST2026 for as many members of the
composting industry as possible, USCC is offering scholarships of up to $1,500
to assist in covering the cost of:

Travel to COMPOST2026 and lodging for up to three nights in Sacramento
USCC Conference registration, including access to 100+ industry speakers, the
trade show hall, Demo Day, and more.

Scholarships will be awarded to those demonstrating financial need and those individuals
whose work expands access to composting in areas or communities where access is
limited. Reimbursement for those selected is as follows:

Conference registration will be waived at point of registration
Remaining funds covering travel and lodging will be reimbursed within 30 days of
the conference

Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis. The first round of selection will occur
after September 30, 2025. Funds are limited, and early application is encouraged. The
application will close on November 15, 2025. Final recipients will be notified by December
5, 2025. Scholarship recipients may also opt to volunteer for the conference to waive the
registration fee and use their entire scholarship for travel and lodging funds. Please join
the COMPOST2026 General Interest List to receive information on registration and
volunteering opportunities when details are released.

Register Today for CREF's Compost
Specifications Webinar

Join CREF's Compost Specifications & How to Meet Them
Webinar on September 10th, Want your compost to stand out
in landscaping bids—and succeed in the field? Join experts
Ron Alexander and Howard Stenn for this 75-minute session
covering:

https://georgiarecycles.org/usccgeorgia-2/georgia-compost-council-committees/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdpxw3rXcmK2cBD3zb_y71FaI-g8oNGNBE5-v0RGPlIOEoBcA/viewform
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/T3sOybp?source_id=d7141680-9895-46e7-a20b-465e2abbd44d&source_type=em&c=szAldGK-DHicB8PUb8o3AASMSFN5kkfJzv3_J0q-t_DnAVBQKB7e9Q==&source_id=486e9c14-b55a-40ac-9924-9f98054768a6&source_type=em&c=


 Compost specs for landscaping projects
 Seal of Testing Assurance Program benefits & testing data
 Avoiding problem specifications
 Troubleshooting landscape soil failures

Register for
Webinar

Register for USCC Webinar: A Knock at the Door:
Considerations for Either Recapitalizing or Selling a Compost
Business
Don't miss this timely discussion about private equity firms investing in, or buying, compost
businesses, or a straightforward decision to retire and sell to a strategic buyer. Speakers
will discuss how many compost business owners aren't prepared for the sale of their
business or for a significant investment.

Register for webinar.

Things that Should be Compostable
by Justen Garrity, Veteran Compost

#1 is produce stickers. These bits of plastic annoy composters at
all scales around the globe. Their tiny size
and frequency among food waste make it impossible to screen
all of them out of finished compost. Making it compostable would
instantly clean up compost piles
everywhere. There are compostable stickers in the marketplace -
the solution is out there! Unlike changing some packaging,
swapping a conventional sticker for a
compostable one would not affect consumers. No one likes

them, comparable options exist, and making the switch would instantly clean up the planet.
How do we make this switch happen?

Article and photo credit: Justen Garrity, Veteran Compost

Want to learn more about produce stickers? Check out this article from National Public
Radio.

https://www.compostingcouncil.org/event/cref-webinar-specifications
https://www.compostingcouncil.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1990236&group=
https://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2011/11/29/142895565/a-dissolving-fruit-sticker-that-claims-super-soap-powers


Board of Directors ​
j. olu baiyewu

City of Atlanta Urban Ag Director

Patrick Brownson
HDR, Inc.

Khari Diop
Think Green

Suki Janssen, Secretary
​Athens-Clarke County SW Dept.

Brody King
ERTH Products LLC

Dilshad Mondegarian
GHD Services, Inc.

David Paull, Chair
CompostNow

Savannah Seydel
Better Earth

Niamke Shropshire-Boykin
GlycoSponge

Michael Snipes
Laurens County SWMA

Izabela Suster
World Centric

Calendar of Events
Sept.16–18, 2025

Biodegradable Products Institute National Meeting
Atlanta, Georgia

Learn more and register.

September 17-19, 2025
SWANA GA Fall Conference

Jekyll Island, GA

October 27-29, 2025
GRC Annual Conference

Jekyll Island, GA

November 13-14, 2025
UGA Urban Ag Conference

Griffin, GA

https://bpiworld.org/events
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