
Georgia Composting Council Member Newsletter
July 2025

GCC/Georgia News

GCC Membership Renewals
​We hope you have found our first 18 months of operation valuable and will commit to
renewal for another year. As a growing organization, we have already accomplished a
great deal, but the best is yet to come! And we need your involvement as we move forward
supporting infrastructure growth in Georgia, assuring good policy, and spreading the word
that Georgia Composts! Invoices have been sent to all members who joined before July
2024. For those members who joined since July 2024, renewal invoices will be sent during
the anniversary of the month you joined. Need help or have questions, contact us.

Solid Waste Trust Fund (SWTF) Grants Opening Soon

The next grant cycle for Recycling and Waste Diversion (RWD) Grants will begin
accepting applications in August 2025. Eligible applicants include cities, counties, and
public authorities, agencies, commissions, and institutions. Composting programs/projects
are eligible, and several have been funded in the three previous grant cycles. The types of
projects funded are outlined on EPD's website along with resources for the SWTF Grant
Administration Portal. EPD only accepts applications submitted in the Portal. Learn more.

Welcome New Member!
Individual

Patrick Brownson, Individual

USCC News

USCC Attends Congressional Briefing
in DC
In June, around 50 Senate and House Congressional
Staff packed a hearing on the dangers of treating
composters and other passive receivers as polluters for
the unintended entry of minute levels of PFAS in our
operations. Legislation that treats compost as a source
of PFAS puts one of our most important tools for
combatting climate change at risk. PFAS legislation
must target the manufacturers of products that contain
PFAS, as articulated eloquently by Dr. Sally Brown of
the University of Washington during this hearing.
USCC's Deputy Director Linda Norris-Waldt, CAE and
Director of Public Policy Chris Snow both attended the
hearing to show the USCC continuing commitment to
defend compost manufacturers as passive receivers of PFAS and push for legislation that
targets the sources of PFAS themselves.

mailto:garecycles@mindspring.com
mailto:garecycles@mindspring.com
https://epd.georgia.gov/about-us/land-protection-branch/recovered-materials-and-abatement/recovered-materials/solid-waste-0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gTl4QepWlHU
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=justicegraphics&nav=f828aed6-f8ae-4283-aaa0-bdc5e5210738


YP Safety Webinar
Being safe while composting is cool. Join USCC for its July Happy Hour on July
10th at 5pm ET to hear from current COTC (Compost Operators Training Course)
instructor Matt Cotton on how to be safe while performing compost operations,
especially during the summer months. Register now!

The virtual YP Happy Hour happens on the first Thursday of every month. It is a
space to make new friends and colleagues who share an interest in composting
and sustainability!

USCC Legislative Policy Update
Watch the recent legislative update from Chris Snow, USCC's Director of Public Policy.

Chick-fil-A Shares Successes in Food Waste Reduction and
Composting
USCC Member Organization Chick-fil-A is committed to reducing food waste,
recovering surplus food, and composting inedible food scraps. In their recently-released
2024 Global Impact Report, they highlight the success they had in 2024 in sticking to
this commitment. In addition to highlighting other charitable endeavors, their successes
regarding food waste reduction and composting include:

Caring through Food: Chick-Fil-A helped create 9.9 million meals from surplus food
donated through the Chick-fil-A Shared Table® program.
Caring for the Planet: Chick-Fil-A diverted 19 million pounds of food waste from
landfills in 2024 alone, surpassing its 2025 goal to divert more than 25 million
pounds of food waste from landfills ahead of schedule.

Chick-Fil-A is a member of the USCC Corporate Conference Leadership Council
(CCLC). Through contributions of time, talent, and financial support, this group of
companies helps USCC and other companies in the nation to close gaps in compost
infrastructure in large-scale food production. Learn more about Chick-Fil-A's endeavors
and 2024 Impact Report.

Resources
BioCycle article on the staggering amount of food Americans will throw away this July 4th.
Read article.

https://www.compostingcouncil.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1970948
https://chick-fil-a-2024-global-impact-report.com/
https://www.biocycle.net/pricey-burgers-in-the-bin-on-july-4th/
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Calendar of Events
Sept.16–18, 2025

Biodegradable Products Institute National Meeting
Atlanta, Georgia

Learn more and register.

https://bpiworld.org/events


September 17-19, 2025
SWANA GA Fall Conference

Jekyll Island, GA

October 27-29, 2025
GRC Annual Conference

Jekyll Island, GA

November 13-14, 2025
UGA Urban Ag Conference

Griffin, GA
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