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GCC/Georgia News

Solid Waste Trust Fund (SWTF) Grants Opens August 11th

Applications for the FY26 Recycling and Waste Diversion (RWD) Grants will be accepted
online through the SWTF Grant Program Administration Portal starting August 11, 2025,
through September 30, 2025.The RWD Grant supports a wide range of projects, including
recycling and waste diversion infrastructure, hub and spoke development, hard-to-recycle
materials, recovery of additional materials, waste reduction, and innovation.

Eligible applicants include cities, counties, and public authorities, agencies, commissions,
and institutions. Composting programs/projects are eligible, and several have been funded
in the three previous grant cycles. The types of projects funded are outlined on EPD's
website along with resources for the SWTF Grant Administration Portal. EPD only accepts
applications submitted in the Portal. Learn more.

Reminder to Renew Your Membership
Notices and invoices are being emailed monthly to members based on the month they
joined a year prior. So please get your renewal done to extend your membership
another year. We’re making great momentum with your generous support and welcome
your input as we continue providing resources, programs, events and projects for our
members. If you have questions, reach out to Gloria at garecycles@mindspring.com.

Welcome New GCC Member!
Individual

Sarah Bagdanovich, Fairhope Compost Project

Avondale Estates’ Composting Pilot Resumes
through USDA Grant

The City of Avondale Estates is relaunching its
community composting pilot after the reinstatement of
the USDA Composting & Food Waste Reduction
Cooperative Agreement funding. This funding
supports a free curbside composting service for up to
750 households, through a partnership between
CompostNow, Food Well Alliance, Roots Down, and
DeKalb County Super District 6. The program pilot will
resume in August and run through December. In just 8
months, participation from 534 homes diverted over
80,000 lbs. of organic waste from landfills; generated
compost will be distributed to farmers and community gardens in DeKalb County.
This pilot shows how local governments and nonprofit partners can operationalize
federal funding to deliver measurable environmental impact. Compost collection is
not only accessible and convenient for households; it’s also transformable into
nutrient-rich resources for local food systems.

Looking ahead, the key question is how to sustain scalable composting programs

https://epd.georgia.gov/about-us/land-protection-branch/recovered-materials-and-abatement/recovered-materials/solid-waste-0
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/YUar_UWFUtE
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=justicegraphics&nav=5593e126-5a12-459b-a337-00646220de08


beyond one-time grants. As stakeholders across public and private sectors evaluate
long-term models, this pilot provides a promising case study in public-private
partnerships that engage the local community, provide impactful services, and close
the loop on local resource

USCC and National News

USCC Legislative Policy Update
Watch the recent legislative update from Chris Snow, USCC's Director of Public Policy.

USCC Seeks Support to Develop Good Management Practices
Guide
USCC and CREF (Compost Research & Education Foundation) are producing a Good
Management Practices Guide focused on best practices in a field-guide format
derived from the Composting Handbook. To help fund this essential project for
compost manufacturers and local and state inspectors/regulators, visit this link:
www.compostingcouncil.org/gmp The campaign is at the 40% mark and would love to
have more support for this important venture.

USCC Resource Guide for Local Composting Programs
Check out the USCC's free guide to assist in developing municipal composting
programs: Welcome to Target Organics - A Compost Program Resource Hub. Learn
more.

Lasers Reduce Contamination?
Forget plastic labels. Welcome to laser-etching. Some supermarkets are
now “tattooing” fruits and veggies to cut millions of plastic stickers. It’s a
really smart idea that takes seconds, reduces plastic waste, improves
composting, doesn’t harm the product and strengthens branding and
traceability. While it can’t be done with ALL fruits and veggies, pilots are
developed with mangoes, sweet potatoes, cucumbers, melons, zucchinis
and more. It’s a start—innovation is shaping up to solve prevalent
obstacles in composting! Excerpt from circulareconomist.org

Article and photo credit: Circular Economist via Linkedin

Did You Know?
During World War Two, a soft-spoken
botanist from Shropshire, England
dropped his own bombshell: "Artificial
manures lead inevitably to artificial
nutrition, artificial food, artificial animals
and finally to artificial men and women."

http://www.compostingcouncil.org/gmp
https://hub.compostingcouncil.org
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/vojtechvosecky_circulareconomy-sustainability-wastemanagement-activity-7352967413203619842-i_2U?utm_source=li_share&utm_content=feedcontent&utm_medium=g_dt_web&utm_campaign=copy


The industry called him irrelevant. Yet
eighty-plus years later, the world has
caught up. The man was Sir Albert
Howard, now hailed as the father of
organic farming.

Howard spent twenty-five monsoon-
soaked years in Indore, India, where he
treated the locals, the crops, and the
ecology as his “Professors of Agriculture”.
By observing what worked in the fields
rather than the laboratory, he replicated
the forest floor to create the Indore
compost method. The transformation of
farm waste into humus outperformed any
chemical concoction of its time. He
argued that pests are not enemies that
need to be poisoned, but rather
messengers of poor soil; correct the soil, and the insects will vanish.Industrial agriculture
brushed him aside after the War, doubling down on ammonium nitrate and monocultures.
Yet, significant bodies of evidence from peer-reviewed studies now link vibrant microbial
soils with nutrient-dense crops, carbon sequestration, and resilient farm profits. “The
health of soil, plant, animal and man is one and indivisible,” he insisted — a claim modern
soil-microbiome science confirms with rising terminology such as ‘AgriHealth’. Even the
World Economic Forum now uses Howard’s language: “Healthy soil leads to healthy
humans.”

Today, the Indore method influences many forms of sustainable farming, from Yorkshire,
England to vegetable plots to California vineyards. Composting operations mimic his
layered heaps, and large retailers fund research on humus because synthetic fertilizers are
no longer effective and damage our waterways. Howard gave us his warning: “The
maintenance of the fertility of the soil is the first condition of any permanent system of
agriculture.” Sir Albert Howard was right —
and now, the planet is listening.

Article and photo source credit: Robert Reed via Linkedin

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/robertxreed_during-world-war-two-a-soft-spoken-botanist-activity-7355521365682057216-X_CB?utm_source=li_share&utm_content=feedcontent&utm_medium=g_dt_web&utm_campaign=copy


Board of Directors ​
j. olu baiyewu

City of Atlanta Urban Ag Director

Patrick Brownson
HDR, Inc.

Khari Diop
Think Green

Suki Janssen, Secretary
​Athens-Clarke County SW Dept.

Brody King
ERTH Products LLC

Dilshad Mondegarian
GHD Services, Inc.

David Paull, Chair
CompostNow

Savannah Seydel
Better Earth

Niamke Shropshire-Boykin
GlycoSponge

Michael Snipes
Laurens County SWMA

Izabela Suster
World Centric

Calendar of Events
Sept.16–18, 2025

Biodegradable Products Institute National Meeting
Atlanta, Georgia

Learn more and register.

September 17-19, 2025
SWANA GA Fall Conference

Jekyll Island, GA

October 27-29, 2025
GRC Annual Conference

Jekyll Island, GA

November 13-14, 2025
UGA Urban Ag Conference

Griffin, GA

Georgia Composting
Council Become a Sponsor Compost Resources

Georgia Recycling Coalition | Post Office Box 550667 | Atlanta, GA 30355 US

https://bpiworld.org/events
https://www.georgiarecycles.org/usccgeorgia-2/
https://georgiarecycles.org/usccgeorgia-2/usccgeorgia-sponsor/
https://georgiarecycles.org/usccgeorgia-2/georgia-compost-council-resources/
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