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Call for Speakers: USCC Compost 2026
February 2-5, 2026

The USCC's Annual Conference and Trade Show is
the premiere professional meeting for composting,
organics recycling, and related topics.

The conference routinely attracts more than 1,500
attendees working directly in the fields of compost
manufacturing and organics recycling. This

. s e
guarantees speakers receive outstanding professional - -

exposure as well as great networking opportunities.

Chosen speakers receive the discounted speaker rate of 50% off. Only one speaker
per presentation. Proposed presentations should include information directly relevant

to compost collection, manufacturing, marketing or use and related professions.

8 Chriersoee L radeshen

COMPOST2026 abstracts should include:
e A clear, descriptive title that sparks interest.
e Background and motivation that highlights the significance of your research.
e Well-defined objectives that state your topic or research question or aim.
e Precise methodology that outlines how you conducted your study.
e Key results that present your findings; takeaways
e Compelling conclusions that emphasize the impact and relevance of your
work

Submission deadline is July 8, 2025.Learn more and submit an abstract.

AD and Composting: Equal on the EPA

Wasted Food Scale, Different in Practice

By Jorge Montezuma (printed with permission)

Based on its research leading up to the release in
October 2023 of the revamped “food waste hierarchy”,
the EPA Wasted Food Scale ranks Composting and AD
with beneficial reuse of digestate solids as equal. AD with
disposal of digestate ranks lower. These two technologies
both have a role in the bioeconomy.

o Wasted Food Scale
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First, it's important to understand that there are many types of food wastes: pre-
consumer, post-consumer, residential, commercial, industrial, with certified
compostable packaging, liquid, solid, packaged, loose, with stickers, frozen, and
more. And you need to understand this to figure out how to best apply equipment
and processes to handle them prior to placing them in a composting pile or in an AD
tank.

Composting transforms food scraps, yard trimmings, biosolids, and even
fats/oils/grease into valuable soil amendments. It's generally a flexible and forgiving
technology, it can be low-tech or very high-tech, indoors or outdoors, manual or
mechanized, and it's found throughout the country. Composting is closely tied to
landfill bans and soil amendment markets.


https://www.cvent.com/c/abstracts/19081988-2a02-45c5-97ac-d7e474a12041
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=justicegraphics&nav=636fcdc3-1cc3-4bd6-bf9b-920ba62a5e37

When evaluating composting, some things that are overlooked are time and space
needed for the material to be managed and assuming the market will buy the
product. Sites should be designed with enough space to store material longer than
developers may prefer. Market studies should guide what kind of products and what
the operation needs to look like.

AD transforms many of the same inputs (except woody materials) into biogas (made
up of methane and carbon dioxide) which is used for electricity and renewable
natural gas (RNG). This technology at scale is high-tech. AD also generates a solid
residual called digestate. It can be land-applied as a soil amendment or sent to
composting for further stabilization. AD is closely tied to energy markets and financial
incentives.

When evaluating AD, digestate production and marketability should be kept top of
mind. Some developers plan for this, others treat it as an afterthought, focusing
instead on energy revenues, like electricity and biogas offtake agreements, federal
programs like the Renewable Fuel Standard RINs, Inflation Reduction Act tax
credits, California's Low Carbon Fuel Standard, and other state-level grants and
incentives.

What are your thoughts when it comes to AD and composting?

Jorge Montezuma is the Owner/Principal Consultant of Wanu Organics in the Raleigh-Durham-
Chapel Hill area of NC. He is an instructor/facilitator for the Compost Research & Education
Foundation (CREF) and active with the NC Composting Council.
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USCC Encourages Local
Legislative Tours @ i

For the third year, the USCC is looking Summer Legislative

for members willing to host tours of their Compost Facility
Tours

compost facility this spring and summer,
when legislators are out of session.
USCC's lobbying efforts have indicated
that with federal funding paused and
cancelled, getting legislators at the state
level to see compost facilities is the
number one way to increase success for
you and the industry. Reaching out to
your local legislator may sound
challenging, which is why the USCC has
provided a step-by-step guide on how to do so! If you are considering hosting a visit,
click the link below to sign up on the USCC website and access the guide. USCC
will keep you updated with more information for your planning purposes and the day
of your tour. Learn more.

Restaurants Reduce Wasted Food

Want to know more about how restaurants are moving from farm-to-table and
seasonal to exceptionally sustainable thanks to waste reduction? Then check out the
article from Food and Wine highlighting how chefs and operators agree on two keys
to joining this movement: starting small and adapting to change. Read full article


https://www.compostingcouncil.org/page/Compost-Tours
https://www.foodandwine.com/restaurants-reducing-food-waste-11731803

from Food and Wine.

What’s New? Be On the Lookout
Futamura Announces Groundbreaking |
Innovation for Liquid Sachet Packaging
(aka condiment packets)

Tomato

Futurama of Japan just launched a fully Ketchup
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compostable sachet solution—perfect for
sauces, creams, and more—thanks to an

Sondermaschinenbau. “Our packaging
offers excellent product protection and
significant ecological benefits at the same
packing speeds,” said Sven Seevers of
Repaq.

Joachim Janz, Regional Sales Manager at
Futamura stated: ‘This home compostable
liquids sachet packaging is indeed a really exciting launch. Ultimately, it
means a perfect match to the request for offering a full portfolio of
demanding food and non-food items to be packed in compostable packaging
choices. Small-portion sachets have always been the tricky ones for

recycling, so this success in compostability is good news to be shared.’
Read the full press.

Image source: Futurama

NOTE: Packaging solutions are ever evolving, and these don’t appear to
have been tested by US independent certifiers of compostable packaging yet
or if they will eventually be marketed and used widely locally. Just keeping
you aware of changes that could potentially impact our operations.



GCC Exhibits at Local Events

GA Counul
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GCC exhibited at the annual Food
Well Alliance Soil Festival. “We had

W tons of people sign up for more

information and lots of questions

about GCC'’s efforts and how to get us

all composting more,” stated
Stephanie Wagner. Natasha Dyer
added, “I love how interested
everyone was in getting involved, i.e.
newsletter, events, and getting
together. It was a beautiful day and a
beautiful event.”

GCC celebrated International Compost Awareness Week at Taste of
Alpharetta to participate in their Locally Grown experience. We joined other
local organizations to showcase the whole food system — from farm to table
— with hands-on activities, demos, and interactive fun for all ages. Special
thanks to our volunteer members, Stephanie Wagner and Dilshad
Mondegarian for representing us at the event. They found it inspiring
inspiring to be a part of the Locally Grown area and see the work so many
local organizations are doing to support composting and healthy food

systems!

Welcome New Members!

Small Business

3BlackDogFarms LLC

Jonathan Bush

Individual
Scott Seydel

GCC Membership Drive



The GCC Membership Committee is thrilled to announce our ongoing membership
drive aimed at expanding the GCC community and promoting the benefits of the
compost industry in Georgial

This membership drive is an excellent opportunity to grow our network and amplify
our mission. As valued members of the GCC, your participation and support are
important to the success of this initiative.

How You Can Help

We kindly ask that you help us spread the word within your networks. This outreach
not only supports our collective mission but also introduces more individuals to the
GCC and the composting industry in Georgia.

Following are materials that you can easily distribute to potential members.

Download Email Template to Distribute to Potential
Members

Download Membership Flyer to Distribute to Potential
Members

Resources

Closed Loop Grant Open for Applications
Don’t forget to take a look at this opportunity! Apply by June 13th.
Learn more and apply.

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS
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Board of Directors

j- olu baiyewu
City of Atlanta Urban Ag Director

Khari Diop
Think Green


http://georgiarecycles.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/GCC-Cold-Email-Template.docx
http://georgiarecycles.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Compost-Is-Growing-in-Georgia.pdf
https://www.closedlooppartners.com/the-center/composting-grant-program/

Suki Janssen, Secretary
Athens-Clarke County SW Dept.

Wayne King
ERTH Products LLC

Dilshad Mondegarian
GHD Services, Inc.

David Paull, Chair
CompostNow

Savannah Seydel
Better Earth

Niamke Shropshire-Boykin
GlycoSponge

Michael Snipes
Laurens County SWMA

Izabela Suster
World Centric

Calendar of Events

Sept.16-18, 2025
Biodegradable Products Institute National Meeting
Atlanta, Georgia
Learn more and register.

September 17-19, 2025
SWANA GA Fall Conference
Jekyll Island, GA

October 27-29, 2025
GRC Annual Conference
Jekyll Island, GA

November 13-14, 2025
UGA Urban Ag Conference
Griffin, GA

Georgia Composting

. Become a Sponsor Compost Resources
Council
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