Georgia Composting Council Member Newsletter
April 2025

Last Chance to Register for Georgia
Compost Connect!

jic Compost Conn

Join us Wednesday, April 16th for our
Georgia Compost Connect event in
Dublin, GA. It will be a full day of
learning, sharing, and connecting on
composting in Georgia. The event will
start with morning presentations at
Oconee Fall Line Technical College and
will move to the Laurens County
Compost Facility for a tour and
equipment demonstration.

Register for Compost Connect

If you are planning to stay overnight, we suggest the LaQuinta in Dublin. Click here to
reserve a room.

Need Assistance or Have Questions? Click here to email us.

BPI Call for Speakers

The #2025BPISummit (Sept 16-18, 2025) is accepting speaking abstracts! This
year’s focus: the role of compostable products in sustainable waste
management and the infrastructure needed to support them. Abstracts due by
May 2, 2025. Conference organizers are seeking experts in:

-Composting infrastructure
-Innovations in compostable products
-Business models and policy
-Sustainability and circular economy

Ready to share your insights? Submit your abstract now.

EPA Excess Food Opportunities Map Update

On March 13, 2025, EPA updated the Excess Food Opportunities Map,
an interactive tool that supports nationwide diversion of excess food from
landfills. The Map identifies and displays facility-specific information on
over 960,000 potential generators and almost 15,000 potential recipients of
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excess food in the industrial, commercial, and institutional sectors and also
provides estimates of excess food by generator type. In this update, EPA
made the following changes:

e Food Banks, Pantries and Soup Kitchens increased from 989 to
8,460, based on data from Hunger Free America.

e Farmers Markets increased from 997 to 6,996, using data from
USDA'’s Local Food Directories.

e Anaerobic Digestion Facilities increased from 1,635 to 1,850.

e Composting Facilities increased from 3,877 to 4,669 with the addition
of some composting, chipping and mulching entities from EPA’s
Disaster Debris Recovery Tool dataset.

The Map features an improved “Near Me” tool that allows users to identify
entities within a selected area or specified radius from a chosen point.

SOIL FESTIVAL 2025

Tickets for the 10th annual Soil
Festival are live! This year marks
a special milestone as we
celebrate 10 years of bringing
together local food leaders and
community members to celebrate
the importance of healthy soil
Hosted by Food Well Alliance and WABE, Soil Festival is a family-
friendly event where attendees can enjoy delicious food from vendors,
connect with food leaders, and explore Atlanta’s local food

community. Save the date for Soil Festival on Saturday, May 17 from 11
am - 4 pm at historic Maddox Park. Get your tickets early to save 20%
on admission with our early bird discount, available until April 18.

Your ticket includes admission, food and beverages, and access to a full
day of activities including:

« Engaging workshops on composting, beekeeping, and gardening

« Farmers market and plant sale featuring local vendors

- Free compost giveaway

« Kids activities & cooking demos for the whole family

The cost of your ticket goes directly toward supporting over 300 local
farms, community gardens, and orchards. Join us as we celebrate a
decade of Soil Festival and continue working together to build healthier
communities!



Help Us Celebrate
Food Waste Prevention
Week!

Food Waste Prevention Week is |
taking place April 7-13, 2025!
This week celebrates the food waste prevention movement. Learn
about the many ways you can prevent wasted food and hear from
people around the country and world on what they are doing to
conserve the wonderful resource that is food!

Check out the webinars section of the FWPW homepage to learn
how to become a partner or check out the events tab to find
programs happening near you. Whether you are an educator,
business owner, chef, student, or simply looking to reduce waste
at home, these webinars offer actionable strategies to make a
difference.

Free Resources Available for ICAW
2025

Help promote International Compost Awareness
Week (ICAW) 2025 in your community. The week-
long event is set for May 4-10, 2025. Learn ways
you can participate and download the manual with
tips and tools to make celebrating ICAW even
easier.

Learn more about how to participate and
celebrate ICAW in your community.

Download social media toolkit for
ICAW

USCC Policy Update

Each month, the US Composting Council provides a video highlighting
policy updates. These updates are brought to USCC members from our
Public Policy and Lobbying Program and the Legislative and Environmental
Affairs Committee, a member committee that meets monthly to discuss
legislation, regulation, issues and programs. Watch now!


https://www.compostfoundation.org/ICAW/ICAW-Home
https://www.compostfoundation.org/ICAW-2025-Social-Media-Marketing-Toolkit
https://www.compostfoundation.org/ICAW-2025-Social-Media-Marketing-Toolkit
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7312533769469526018

GCC Membership Drive

The GCC Membership Committee is thrilled to announce our upcoming
membership drive aimed at expanding the GCC community and promoting
the benefits of the compost industry in Georgia!

This membership drive is an excellent opportunity to grow our network and
amplify our mission. As valued members of the GCC, your participation and
support are important to the success of this initiative.

How You Can Help

We kindly ask that you help us spread the word within your networks. This
outreach not only supports our collective mission but also introduces more
individuals to the GCC and the composting industry in Georgia.

Following are materials that you can easily distribute to potential members.

Download Email Template to Distribute to Potential
Members

Download Membership Flyer to Distribute to Potential
Members

l l GCC Launches New Member Feature

‘ As we grow our organization, we’ll be highlighting the
diversity and achievements of some of our founding
members, showcase the broad spectrum of compost
operations across Georgia, and shine a light on the

work you are all doing. These videos will also be featured on our
social media channels, in this GCC newsletter, and on our website--to
build excitement and grow our composting community.

Today we shine a light on CompostNow and GCC Board President,
David Paull.


http://georgiarecycles.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/GCC-Cold-Email-Template.docx
http://georgiarecycles.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Compost-Is-Growing-in-Georgia.pdf
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Welcome New Members!

Large Business
GHD Services Inc.
Dilshad Mondegarian

Small Business
Goodr
Grayson Stuart

Government
City of Savannah
Carliss Bates
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j- olu baiyewu
City of Atlanta Urban Ag Director

Khari Diop



Think Green

Suki Janssen, Secretary
Athens-Clarke County SW Dept.

Wayne King
ERTH Products LLC

Dilshad Mondegarian
GHD Services, Inc.

David Paull, Chair
CompostNow

Savannah Seydel
Better Earth

Michael Snipes
Laurens County SWMA

Izabela Suster
World Centric

Calendar of Events

April 16, 2025
GCC Compost Connect
Dublin, GA

Register today!
Sept.16-18, 2025

Biodegradable Products Institute National Meeting
Atlanta, Georgia

Learn more and register.

Help Us Grow Our Membership

Do you have colleagues or Come grow with us!
suppliers in the composting industry
who would support the mission of
the Georgia state chapter and reap
the benefits of being a member of
this new organization?

GAc ™

A STATE CHAPTER OF THE

U.S. COMPOSTING COUNCIL

Email us potential new members and we’ll reach out with
information on how to join the Georgia Composting Council.
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