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COMP@ST 2025

Register Today for COMPOST 2025

This January, don't miss your chance to attend COMPOST2025, the
world's largest composting event, to connect with peers, hear industry
updates and trends, meet vendors and equipment manufacturers, and
participate in a pre-conference workshop to enhance your skills and
knowledge.

Are you a student or government employee? Check here to see if you
qualify for a reduced rate.

Connect with GCC at the Chapter Soiree!
Planning to attend COMPOST2025 in Phoenix? Be sure to swing by the


https://www.compostconference.com/event/14ab6e67-46a5-4591-be6e-3622d82147ac/attend
https://www.compostconference.com/event/14ab6e67-46a5-4591-be6e-3622d82147ac/websitePage:19d89235-b84f-4874-95b9-e2c9e549cfa5
mailto:garecycles@mindspring.com
https://sowth.org/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=justicegraphics&nav=ead823e9-cc39-4209-a462-b90b93aa5241

Chapter Soiree in the Exhibit Hall on Wednesday, January 29th from
1:00pm - 2:00pm and connect with other GCC members!

USCC Executive Director to Retire with Norris-Waldt Named
Successor

The U.S. Composting Council (USCC) executive director Frank Franciosi is
retiring after eight years of leadership, leaving the organization stable,
mature, and poised for continued growth, says the organization. Linda
Norris-Waldt, the current deputy director, has been unanimously selected
by the executive committee to succeed Franciosi as executive director,
effective July 1, 2025.

Read more in Recycling Product News.

USCC Policy Update

Keep track of pertinent policy updates by watching USCC's monthly video
recap below and don't forget to sign up for the Compost Action Center for
policy updates. In case you missed the December update, click on link
below to watch the update.

Watch USCC December Policy
Update



https://www.recyclingproductnews.com/article/42701/frank-franciosi-retires-after-a-successful-eight-years-as-executive-director-of-uscc
https://p2a.co/qzygvyi
https://youtu.be/zMPcgEb2qtE?si=o0qKctXABY8on-w2
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HELP US MEASURE THE IMPACT OF
COMPOSTING NATIONWIDE!
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National Throughput Survey

USCC Members who manufacture compost! We would greatly appreciate
knowing your compost facility Throughput in the year 2023. Check your
email for the confidential survey that just arrived to your inbox. Your
information helps us:

e Promote the environmental and economic benefits of composting in
the U.S. and globally.

e Help the USCC make informed positions regarding federal compost
infrastructure funding on your behalf.

e Calculate the environmental impact of your composting operation,
including greenhouse gas avoidance and carbon sequestration.

Complete the survey by Tuesday, January 14th at 5 PM EDT to be entered
to win:

e One full conference registration to #COMPOST2025 (If you’re already
registered, you'll receive a full refund!)

e Three lucky winners will receive a credit for their membership renewal
equal to one Bronze Soilbuilder Membership.

Packaging Webinar - Register Today!
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COMPOSTABLE Takeout
Containers in Residential
Curbside Programs

Tuesday, January 21,2025 | 1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. ET
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The Foodservice Packaging Institute is hosting an informative discussion
on collecting compostable takeout containers in residential curbside
programs. The panel will share the latest case studies featuring eight

successful residential programs. You'll also hear directly from programs

accepting compostables and learn about their challenges and best
practices.

Tuesday, January 21, 2025
1:00 pm — 2:00 pm ET

Register for Webinar!

Biodegradable vs Compostable: What’s the Difference?

On the surface they sound as though they could mean the same thing,
however one term is regulated while the other is not. Biodegradable is the
break down of a material into smaller parts through biological means, which
could be anything from microbial decomposition to solar degradation.
However, neither the time, process nor ultimate product is specified when
something is deemed biodegradable, meaning that it could happen over
decades and result in toxic residues or microplastics.

Compostable on the other hand is a regulated process that occurs over a
specified time period and results in materials being converted into carbon
dioxide, water and biomass. There are clear guidelines from the American
Standards for Testing and Materials (ASTM) on how to classify
compostable materials and which types of composting environments they
can efficiently break down. There are also a number of third party testing
and certification bodies working to maintain integrity of the classification.

Learn more

ICAW 2025

Help promote International Compost Awareness Week


https://recycle.zoom.us/webinar/register/8517338629244/WN_fbvNlRsRSbeLCRfVwHubFg
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/compostable-biodegradable-and-bio-based-plastic-whats-the-difference

(ICAW) 2025 in your community. The week-long event is
set for May 4 — 10, 2025. Learn ways you can participate
and download the manual with tips and tools to make
celebrating ICAW even easier.

Learn more

Member News

WHY DO /oU GOMPOST?

In each issue, we feature our members sharing
why they compost. This month, we are happy to
feature GCC Board Member Khari Diop, founder
of Think Green, Inc. and The Green Things Co.

“I compost because I'm human on planet Earth,
and | care about our environment. Honestly it's
second nature to me. | grew up in a family of
recyclers So for as long as Atlanta had been offering recycllng
we’'ve separated our trash. I'm a son of the soil and was raised up
by folks that composted and understood the value of the soil. I've
pretty much been a grower and a green collar worker since ‘97, and
composting and organics have been a central factor throughout my
whole career. So, for me, compost is life. It's simple, and yet so
complex.”

Want to be featured in a future issue or have an employee who
deserves recognition? Send a photo with a quote to
garecycles@mindspring.com by the first day of the month.



https://www.compostfoundation.org/ICAW/ICAW-Home
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Board of Directors

j- olu baiyewu
City of Atlanta Urban Ag Director

Khari Diop
Think Green

Lori Hamilton, Treasurer
GA College & State University

Suki Janssen, Secretary
Athens-Clarke County SW Dept.

Wayne King
ERTH Products LLC

Doug Kunnemann
NatureWorks, LLC

David Paull, Chair
CompostNow

Savannah Seydel
Better Earth

Michael Snipes
Laurens County SWMA




Help Us Grow Our Membership

Do you have colleagues or Come }row with us!
suppliers in the composting industry
who would support the mission of
the Georgia state chapter and reap
the benefits of being a member of
this new organization?

GAcE ™

A STATE CHAPTER OF THE

U.S. COMPOSTING COUNCIL

Email us potential new members and we’ll reach out with
information on how to join the Georgia Composting Council.

Upcoming Events

January 27-30, 2025
COMPOST2025
Phoenix, Arizona

Mark your calendar for COMPQOST2025, USCC's Annual Conference, to
hear from experts about organics recycling and visit the expansive trade
show.

Learn more about
COMPOST2025

February 4-6, 2025

SOWTH: A Regional Small Farms, Big Community Conference
Georgia World Congress Center

Atlanta, Georgia

Mark your calendar for this three-day conference hosted by Georgia
Organics. The conference will feature several tracks, a delicious Farmers
Feast, and over 1,000 farmers and leaders committed to sowing a strong
sustainable agricultural and local food movement across our Southern
region and beyond.

Learn more about this inaugural conference.


https://web.cvent.com/event/14ab6e67-46a5-4591-be6e-3622d82147ac/summary

April 16, 2025
Georgia Composting Council Spring Meeting
Dublin, GA

Mark your calendar for the Georgia Composting Council Spring Meeting in
Dublin, Georgia. Agenda includes an update on GCC’s projects and
programs for 2025, a tour of the Laurens County Solid Waste Management
Authority Composting Site, equipment demonstrations, and an networking
reception at a local brewery. More details including hotel information and
registration link coming in early 2025!

Georgia Composting

: Become a Sponsor Compost Resources
Council

Georgia Recycling Coalition | Post Office Box 550667 | Atlanta, GA 30355 US
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