AUGUST 2024

This Summer 4 R's!
Renew, Register, Reserve, and Respond

Renew &

Renew Your Membership Today! Members who renew receive reduced
conference registration fees. Renew today!

Register [

Make plans to join GRC and SWANA GA-Chapter for our first Joint Annual
Conference on September 18-20, 2024. Sessions include topics ranging from
new technology, grants, case studies, landfill technology, safety, and PFAs to
organics, MRFs, glass, zero waste, and “trash talk” on social media. Register
for conference.

Reserve [J

Reduced rate conference hotel blocks expire mid-August—make your
reservations today. Reserve a room.

Respond [

Exhibit/Sponsor

Commit to exhibiting and/or sponsoring the conference for more
exposure and promotion. With the joint effort this year, we expect
robust attendance and participation. Reserve a booth or sponsor the
conference

Volunteer
Would you consider volunteering at the registration desk and for other


https://georgiarecyclingcoalition.wildapricot.org/
https://georgiarecycles.org/powerofpartnership/
https://georgiarecycles.org/powerofpartnership/hotels-2/
https://georgiarecycles.org/powerofpartnership/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=justicegraphics&nav=2c2683b6-f8e8-4032-9d22-4d3a63966e2b

conference tasks? Just an hour or so helps ensure everything runs
smoothly. Sign up to volunteer.

Donate Door Prizes

Do you have access to cool, fun door prizes? Maybe an upcycled art
piece, tickets to a sporting event, a weekend getaway, or a gift basket?
Let us know if you would like to donate an item, so that we can make
sure you receive promotion for your generous donation.

Welcome to Our New Members

Business
United Clothing Donation Services
(Reed Irvine & Bryan Waugh)

Government
City of Douglasville (Melissa Burdette)

Individual
Tammy Stubbs, Coca-Cola Bottling Co. United

Associate
Grant Lockman, Bartow County
Ashley Thurman-McGraw, Grief Recycling
Danny Morgan, Grief Recycling
Amina Ellis, Keep Cobb Beautiful

Industry News
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Smurfit Westrock


mailto:garecycles@mindspring.com
mailto:garecycles@mindspring.com

WestRock and Smurfit Kappa recently announced their combination to create
Smurfit Westrock, a global leader in sustainable paper and packaging.
“Combining Smurfit Kappa and WestRock creates a world-leading sustainable
packaging player, bringing together a tremendous depth of experience and
expertise from both companies,” said Tony Smurfit, Smurfit Westrock Chief
Executive Officer. “We believe that this combination has created the ‘go-to’
leader and partner of choice in sustainable packaging. I'm proud to be chosen
to lead this great team of people.”

Read more ...

Insulation Manufacturers Used 3 Billion Pounds of Recycled
Materials in 2023

The North American Insulation Manufacturers Association (NAIMA) recently
announced the result of its annual recycled content survey. In 2023, NAIMA
members in the United States and Canada used more than 3 billion pounds of
recycled glass and slag in the production of residential, commercial, industrial,
and air-handling thermal and acoustical insulation. Facilities in the United
States used more than 2.2 billion pounds of recycled glass, while Canadian
facilities used more than 381 million pounds. U.S. and Canadian facilities
reported a combined use of more than 413 million pounds of recycled slag in
2023. Using materials derived from secondary sources not only reduces
demand for virgin resources but also saves landfill space by diverting glass
containers and slag from the solid waste stream. Since1992, NAIMA members
plants have diverted more than 103.5 billion pounds of recycled materials from
the waste stream.



https://www.smurfitwestrock.com/newsroom/press-releases/smurfit-westrock-makes-its-debut-in-new-york-and-london
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CREATING A WORLD WITHOUT WASTE WITH:

Lewis Salvage

"We have witnessed immense growth within
the orthopedic manufacturing industry...
That's why we're so excited about this
collaboration with Brightmark as we find
ways to give medical plastics a new life."

CARY LEWIS
Owner & CEO
Lewis Salvage

Brightmark has partnered with Lewis Salvage on Healthcare Plastics.
Recyclability. By participating in

, the Brightmark Circularity Center will receive plastics for
recycling from medical device companies, orthopedic implant manufacturers
and packaging companies. To date, they have recycled approximately 400,000
pounds of plastics. The US produces 6 million tons of medical waste annually
—with plastics accounting for about 25% of this total. The vast majority of this
waste ends up in landfills or natural environments without adequate
infrastructure to recycle it.

Brightmark is completing details for opening a facility in Georgia.

Looking for an update on recycling markets? Recycling expert Chaz Miller
shares his thoughts at the halfway mark of 2024 on how markets are faring
and what to expect.

Every Day is
Take Back Day

=_

Clean them out.
Q@ Take them back.
All year long.

1ONAL %


https://www.lewis-salvage.com/orthopedic-medical-recycling
https://www.waste360.com/waste-recycling/the-good-the-bad-and-the-meh-midsummer-recycling-markets

DEA Take Back-Every Day!

If you missed DEA’s National Prescription Drug Take Back Day, you can still
take advantage of year-round drop-off locations.

e Clean out your medicine cabinets and help prevent drug misuse before it
starts.

e You can drop off your old, unneeded, or unused medications at one of
the more than 16,500 pharmacies, hospitals, and businesses, working to
help clean out medicine cabinets throughout the year.

2025 International Compost Awareness Week Poster and
Bookmark Contests Open in September!

The 2025 is Sustainable Communities Begin With Compost! Now is the
time to start getting your creative juices flowing and thinking about the design
you want to do to enter the 2025 ICAW Poster Contest. The contest runs from
September 1st until November 1, 2024. There is also a bookmark contest for
younger compost enthusiasts, ages 10 - 13. Learn more details about both
contests and how to enter.

Member News

Call for Nominations!

The Georgia Recycling Coalition (GRC) is calling for nominations for its 2025-
2027 Board of Directors. Eligible nominees must be voting members in good
standing at the time of the election and during tenure of office. Only one
employee of a particular business entity or government agency may be a
Director at any given time, unless otherwise provided by the Board.

Directors will be elected for three (3) year terms and can serve only two (2)
consecutive terms. Directors will be elected at the GRC annual business
meeting on Wednesday September 18, 2024. Term of office for new directors
begins January 1, 2025.

All nominations must be received in writing by no later than 5:00 PM on
August 30, 2024.

Learn more about requirements



https://compostfoundation.org/ICAW/ICAW-Poster-Contest
http://georgiarecycles.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Call-For-NomGuidlns-2025-2027.doc

SPIRIT of GREEN Awards Application Now Open - Apply Today!

Want to be recognized for your hard work and success or know a company or
person who deserves recognition?

Check out the simplified online application for the 2024 awards.Apply or
nominate someone today! Deadline extended until August 9, 2024.

Apply or Nominate Someone Today!

Artists Showcase Their Creativity in Cobb

Keep Cobb Beautiful hosted its Annual Recycled Art Contest on July 17th.
GRC members Kimberly White and Stephanie Busch served as judges for the
event. Check out the artists' creativity!



https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/8X76QK5
https://www.georgiarecycles.org/programs/spirit-of-green-awards/

GRC 2023-2024 Sponsor Level Members

Partner Level Sustainer Level Patron Level

Brightmark American Chemistry Council Ameri-Green
Coca-Cola Company GFL Environmental Environmental
Georgia Beverage Pepsico Recycling
Association Rubicon Emory University
Greif Recycling Smurfit Westrock Luck Stone Atlanta
Mohawk Waste Pro Stephens
Novelis WM NAIMA
Pratt Industries Newnan Utilities
Shaw Industries Group Pull-A-Part
Waste Eliminator Republic Services
SEMCO

Strategic Materials

2024 GRC Board of Directors

Carliss E. Bates, Secretary Marla Prince, Vice-President
City of Savannah Sanitation WM
Department
Mandy Renova
Page Beckwith Pratt Recycling
Keep Newnan Beautiful
Scott Terrell

Brandon Bice Jacobs Engineering
Novelis

Mason Towe, President
Jason Johnson University of Georgia
Fulton Metals Recycling
Kimberly White
Deena Keeler Keep Cobb Beautiful




Emory University
Karen Wilson
Denise Plemmons Greif Recycling
Athens-Clarke County

Recycling Div. Chris Witherspoon, Treasurer
Rubicon
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