
 
GACC's Launch Event Highlights

Coinciding with International Compost Awareness Week, the official launch of our
state chapter kicked off in Athens on May 7th. The event began with a tour of
Athens-Clarke County's compost site followed by a reception at a local brewery tap
room. The evening event included a warm welcome from Mayor Girtz, presentation
of the Compost Awareness Week in Georgia proclamation signed by Governor
Kemp, and networking time complete with local food and beverages!

Thanks to Better Earth, ERTH Products LLC, NatureWorks, and Athens-Clarke
County Solid Waste for sponsoring the event!

Remember to ask your colleagues to Come Grow With Us at the GACC!

http://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=justicegraphics&nav=499d6387-7a43-4cc4-aa0f-ae1a93de1604


​Thanks to the GACC
planning committee
and the Athens-
Clarke County staff
members for their
role in making the
event an incredible
success!



In the News

Drawdown GA Features GACC

Check out the blog featured last month in a Drawdown Georgia’s news, authored by
our chair, David Paull of CompostNow. Outreach is an important function of
our council, and we appreciate the opportunity to broaden our audience, especially
those engaged in addressing climate impacts and solutions. Read blog.

Compostable Packaging Study Reveals Groundbreaking Information

The Composting Consortium, an industry collaboration managed by Closed Loop
Partners' Center for the Circular Economy, reveals groundbreaking findings from the
largest known field test in North America. Roughly 70% of food waste composters
now accept some forms of compostable packaging; however, limited information is

https://blog.drawdownga.org/georgia-composting-council-builds-momentum-on-climate-solutions


available on how well certified, food-contact compostable packaging breaks down in
real-world composting facilities.

The Composting Consortium's 18-month study tackled this data gap by analyzing
over 23,000 units of compostable packaging. "The report replaces anecdotes with
insights, sharing data on the realities of compostable packaging disintegration and
identifying the optimal composting conditions that support it."

Download the Full
Report

W.A.R.M. Model Needs Composting Updates!

The US EPA’s Waste Reduction Model (WARM) is a go-to for many local
government and state solid waste planners, advocates, and compost industry
personnel. The model is used to make decisions about food waste reduction, food
rescue, and composting versus disposal for Climate Action Plans, Greenhouse Gas
Emissions statistics, and other critical carbon drawdown uses. Having the
components of WARM accurately represent the pathways for organic waste is
critical to good planning to mitigate climate change.

Organic waste – food waste especially – is a large contributor to greenhouse gas
emissions. Composting inedible food is a way to not only reduce those emissions
but also to sequester carbon in soil and plants. USCC submitted comments to EPA
in March 2024; stay tuned to more information on this tool.

Compost Pilot Update

Earlier this year, the Athens-Clarke County
Solid Waste Department and the University of
Georgia’s New Materials Institute launched a
compost pilot program. Funded by a Walmart
Foundation grant, the program allows
participants to dispose of compostable materials
and food scraps in steel bins that are
emptied once a week by ACC Solid Waste. 

Learn
more

Resources

Zoning for Compost Sites

Local zoning can create obstacles for
compost site development. Check out these
resources and templates from USCC for
navigating zoning.

https://www.closedlooppartners.com/research/compostable- packaging-disintegration-at-composting- facilities/?utm_campaign=Composting Consortium&utm
https://news-uga-edu.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/news.uga.edu/acc-uga-launch-joint-compost-program/amp/
https://www.compostingcouncil.org/page/Zoning
https://www.compostingcouncil.org/page/Zoning


Composting Activities for Kids

Check out this great resource from
C.R.A.F.T.
(Creatingreallyawesomefunthings.com) for
teaching kids about composting!
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