
  
It's Official!

The United States Composting Council (USCC) has announced the approval of the
Georgia Composting Council (GACC) as an official chapter of the USCC.

“The chapter’s role is to promote the composting industry and the reduction, reuse
and recycling of organic material through the support of infrastructure development,
quality control, training, legislative and regulatory advocacy and public education
throughout the state," the USCC says. “Adding Georgia as our 16th state chapter
helps to support our national efforts to bring composting and compost use to the
forefront of organic recycling,” USCC Executive Director Frank Franciosi says.

“The mission of the Georgia Composting Council is to elevate sustainable materials
management and improve soil health via composting organic materials at the back
yard, community and large-scale manufacturing levels in Georgia, assuring all
Georgians have access to composting options and education," adds Gloria
Hardegree, executive director of the Georgia Recycling Coalition and founding
member of the new state chapter.

“I’m thrilled that Georgia’s Compost Association has officially reached state chapter
status with the USCC," says Wayne King, founder of Georgia-based compost
manufacturer ERTH Products LLC. "The organic recycling and compost
manufacturing industry has enjoyed significant growth over the past 25 years. With
growth comes the need for an increase in education, certification and market
development resources.”

GACC is working to coalesce the industry and associated partners via membership
while the board is diving into planning events and outreach with announcements
forthcoming. Our success depends on support via memberships, sponsorships, and
human resources to participate on our committees and begin to:

1. Increase the statewide awareness and understanding of the multifaceted
value of composting



2. Work on legislative and advocacy efforts, such as advocating for the
inclusion of composting in county and regional comprehensive solid waste
management plans and local zoning efforts, and 

3. Bring additional resources to the state to develop the industry through
education, funding, and marketing efforts.

We thank you and all of our members for supporting GACC and its mission.

Still considering how to get involved? Take a look at the GACC website and jump
into action! If you have skills and a bit of time to engage in our progress, look at the
committees and volunteer where your passion and skills take you!

We want to make GACC an exemplary USCC state chapter focused on our goals
and aspirations to make Georgia a leader in compost production at all levels.

GACC Announces its Board of
Directors

J. Olu Baiyew
City of Atlanta Urban Ag Director

Ward Black
Georgia Soil Co.

Lori Hamilton, Treasurer
GA College & State University

Suki Janssen, Secretary
​Athens-Clarke County SW Dept.

Wayne King
ERTH Products LLC

Doug Kunnemann
NatureWorks, LLC

David Paull, Chair
CompostNow

Michael Snipes
Laurens County SWMA

Welcome to Our New Members

Thanks to the following individuals,
businesses, and organization ​s who have
taken the first step in making GACC a
reality and supporting our mission and
goals.

Gold Sponsor
Better Earth

Large Business
CompostNow
NatureWorks LLC
SCS Engineers
Waste Eliminators

Small Business
Reve Solutions, Inc.

Government/Non-Profit
Georgia College & State University
Good Earth Compost
Think Green Inc.

Individual
Ryan Cooper, Rubicon

Meet the GACC Officers

David Paull, Chair

David Paull is co-founder and Chief Impact Officer at
CompostNow. CompostNow is a compost solutions
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provider for organics recycling with expertise in the
hauling, logistics, consultation, production, and
distribution of compost. CompostNow has diverted 75
million pounds of food waste from landfills and
created 24 million pounds of finished compost for
local farms and gardens. David has been highly
involved in food waste circularity, food systems, and
social entrepreneurship for the past decade. He
currently serves as a commissioner on the East Point
Local Food System Ecosystem Commission, as a
Board Member of the Southface Institute, and is the
founding Board Chair of the Georgia Composting
Council. With a design degree from the Savannah College of Art and Design, David
applies design thinking to advance circular solutions at the intersection of planetary
and human health. 

 
Suki Janssen, Secretary

Suki Janssen is the Director of the Athens-Clarke County
(ACC) Solid Waste Department and has been with ACC for
nearly eighteen years. Her biggest accomplish to-date was
bringing a Center for Hard to Recycle Materials (CHaRM) to
Georgia. Prior to her position in ACC, she was a Program
Coordinator for the Keep Georgia Beautiful program. Suki
was past Georgia Recycling Coalition President and board
member. She currently serves on the NE Georgia Regional
Solid Waste Management Authority and Solid Waste
Association of North America Georgia (SWANA) where she

was past president and is current International Advisory Board Delegate. She is a
SWANA certified Landfill Operator and Class Instructor, SWANA Recycling Systems
Manager certified, and Certified Composting Programs Manager. In 2020, she
published a children’s book - There Goes the Neighborhood.

 
Lori Hamilton, Treasurer

Ms. Hamilton is the Chief Sustainability Officer at
Georgia College & State University (GCSU). She has
been at GCSU for 25 years with the last 13 of those
years directly involved with Sustainability. She is an
adjunct instructor for GCSU’s Information System &
Computer Science Department in the College of
Business & Technology. Lori received a Bachelor’s of
Art in History and a Bachelor’s of General Studies from
Valdosta State University and a Master’s of Management Information Systems and a
Master’s of Public Administration from GCSU. She currently serves on the boards of
Keep Milledgeville Baldwin Beautiful and Milledgeville’s Life Enrichment Center. She
also serves on GCSU’s Sustainability Council/Sustainability Fee Program, GCSU’s
Shades of Green, and the Georgia Composting Council serving as the budget
manager for each.

 
CompostNow Wins USCC



Award

The Compost Manufacturer of
the Year Award for small-scale
facilities that manage less than
10,000 tons of material per year
went to CompostNow for their
Georgia facility. Opening in 2017,
the trailblazing Georgia facility
created permitting and zoning
models for compost facilities and
increased access for small and
medium-scale facilities to open in
the future.

CompostNow also worked with
Georgia stakeholders on the
USCC’s Petitioning Committee to start the USCC’s Georgia state chapter and
has used the compost facility to host tours for elected officials, school groups,
local organizations, and businesses.

Learn more about
CompostNow

 
In the News

EREF Report on Composting

The Environmental Research & Education Foundation (EREF) released a new
report, Composting State of Practice Results from a National Operations Survey,
shedding light on the current landscape of composting operations in the U.S.
Conducted in collaboration with the USCC and Desert Research Institute (DRI), the
survey offers insight into the design capacities, production levels and regional trends
in organic material composting.

Download Report

CREF Scholarships - Apply Today!

The Compost Research & Education Foundation
(CREF) has opened its application period for the
annual University Compost Research Scholarships.
These scholarships fund students conducting
research focused on compost or composting.
Scholarships are $4,000 and include an invitation to
present the final results at the USCC Annual
Conference. Plus, all expenses to attend the
conference are paid for the winner.

The application period runs to April 15th. Eligible students must attend a college or

https://www.compostnow.org/
https://www.compostingcouncil.org/page/growyourcompostbusiness#:~:text=Report on Composting Practices in the U.S.


university in the US. Learn more about the scholarship.

Closed Loop Partners Report on Compostable Packaging

To address consumer confusion on how to handle compostable packaging, the
Composting Consortium, led by the Center for the Circular Economy at Closed Loop
Partners, and the Biodegradable Products Institute (BPI), embarked on a joint study
to test different packaging label and design approaches, and how these inform
consumers’ assumptions on what to do with compostable packaging after it’s been
used. According to Closed Loop Partners, "The findings can inform policies that
better support labeling practices and standards for both compostable and non-
compostable packaging." Read more.

International Compost Awareness Week

Mark Your Calendar… International Compost
Awareness Week is May 5-11, 2024. The theme this
year is COMPOST…Nature’s Climate Champion!

We’ll be posting on social media all week and should
have an announcement soon on a launch event for
the Council. If you are planning a local event, visit the
ICAW website for ideas and resources or to post
your event.

GACC's Launch Event
Tuesday May 7, 2024
Athens, GA

Make plans to join us as we launch our new state chapter and celebrate
International Compost Awareness Week! Event includes site tour, council meeting,
and networking at Creature Comforts Brewing Co.

Details to follow.

Volunteers Needed for GACC Committees

Interested in serving on a committee and helping us grow the Council?

​Learn more about the opportunities or email garecycles@mindspring.com to
volunteer.
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