
 

GRC continues to promote and enhance recycling and waste reduction in
Georgia. And, once again, it’s time to renew your membership! Look out for
membership renewal information on May 1st via email for the July 2024-
June 2025 member year. The renewal deadline is July 1st!

Considering upgrading your membership to a sponsor level? Check out the
benefits of these added value memberships. Learn more.

A grace period to August 1st is granted to members whose fiscal year budget
year begins July 1st. If you joined GRC after July 1st last year, your
membership is prorated.

Thank you for continuing to support GRC and our mission in Georgia!

https://www.georgiarecycles.org/about-the-grc/membership/


Make plans to join us for this exciting two-day event including a webinar and in-
person tour. We hope you can attend one or both of the events!

Webinar
May 21, 2024 9:30 - 11:30 AM
Join us to hear national glass representatives and local managers share
industry perspectives and updates on programs and markets.

Facility Tour Strategic Materials, Inc.
May 22, 2024 10:30 AM
3050 Roosevelt Highway College Park, GA 30349

Webinar and tour are free; however participants must register to attend the
events by May 15th.

Register for Webinar and Tour Today!

Industry News

Cox Recognized for
Zero Waste
Achievement

In April, Cox Enterprises
announced that with a diversion
rate of 92%, they've achieved
their goal of being Zero Waste to
Landfill by 2024! This ten-year
effort has required creative solutions and dedicated partnerships to address the
70+ material streams. Cox is the first U.S.-based, enterprise wide service

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/L7KF7CN


company to be verified by GreenCircle Certified as achieving a 92% waste
diversion rate.

The zero waste achievement of 92% diversion is nearly triple the national
average of 32%. Since 2013, it has kept more than 750 million pounds of waste
out of landfills. That is the equivalent of 10 million reams of copy paper, organic
waste equal to 60 million apples, and the same amount of metal used to build
more than 4,000 vehicles. 

Cox provided a net benefit of $340 million to the business while reducing
waste, working closely with recyclers and sustainability vendors to find new,
innovative ways to eliminate waste and contribute to the circular economy.   

Learn more

American Beverage Association Launches New Media
Campaign

The American Beverage Association's “Made to Be Remade” media campaign
is designed to raise awareness among policyholders and stakeholders. The
new 30-second video highlights the beverage industry’s progress in bringing to
market new bottles made from 100% rPET and recognizes the diversity of
stakeholders who make it possible. The video, which is live at
MadetoBeRemade.org, will run nationally and in strategic media markets
through early June.

 
​ISRI Becomes ReMA

After more than 35 years as the Institute of Scrap
Recycling Industries, last month ISRI announced
it is now the Recycled Materials Association
(ReMA). The new name and logo were unveiled during the closing general
session of ISRI2024 Convention and Exhibition in Las Vegas, an event that
saw record attendance from the US and more than 70 countries for the
organization’s major annual meeting.

​Congratulations to GRC member Chip Koplin for being elected to the Board of
Directors of ReMA. Learn more about ReMA.

ISRI Celebrates Passage of National Recycling
Legislation in Senate

ISRI, now ReMA, celebrates the passage of two pieces of bipartisan legislation
in the Senate dedicated to supporting our nation’s recycling systems. The
Recycling and Composting Accountability Act (RCAA) and the Recycling
Infrastructure and Accessibility Act (RIAA) were sponsored by Senators Tom
Carper (D-Del.), Chairman of the Senate Environment and Public Works

https://www.epa.gov/facts-and-figures-about-materials-waste-and-recycling/national-overview-facts-and-figures-materials
https://www.coxenterprises.com/news/cox-enterprises-recognized-for-achieving-92-waste-diversion-from-landfill-becoming-the-first-enterprisewide-service-company-verified-by-greencircle
http://www.isri.org/rema


(EPW) Committee, Shelley Moore Capito (R-W.Va.), Ranking Member of the
EPW Committee, and John Boozman (R-Ark.) also a member of the EPW
Committee. Read press release.

Georgia News

Brightmark Announces New Facility
in Georgia

Last week, California based Brightmark
announced plans to invest nearly $1 billion in
middle Georgia to build a factory that will take
used plastic and turn it into the building blocks to
make new plastics, while diverting hundreds of thousands of tons of waste
each year from landfills. The company reported its 2.5 million-square-foot
facility in Thomaston, between Macon and Columbus, will have the capacity to
keep some 400,000 tons per year of plastic from ending up in landfills,
incinerators or left floating in waterways. The future $950 million plant in Upson
County, about 65 miles south of downtown Atlanta, will employ 200 workers
with an average salary of about $51,500, the company said. Construction is
expected to start in 2025 with the facility opening in 2027.

Brightmark founder and CEO Bob Powell said in an interview that no fuel will
be produced at its Thomaston plant. The factory also will not burn plastics.
Instead, Powell said Brightmark’s proprietary technology breaks the plastics
down to its basic components for reuse as future plastic materials. Recycling
reduces the need to drill fossil fuels to manufacture new plastics. Their
technology can break down and recycle plastics, including hard-to-recycle
ones from industrial settings; they will also accept plastics from residential
waste management companies. Powell, a Georgia native, founded the
company in 2016. The “Circularity Center,” as the facility is called, will be
Brightmark’s second plastics recycling plant in the U.S. and will be able to
recycle about four times as much plastic as the company’s initial center in
Indiana.

2023 Solid Waste Trust Fund Report
Released

For decades, Georgians have been paying a $1 fee on
tires purchased to fund the state's Solid Waste Trust
Fund. In 2008, the state began siphoning off money from
the fund to help balance the budget until voters approved
a constitutional amendment in 2020 to protect those collected fees. Those
reforms are finally paying off and communities across the state are using those
funds to clean up scrap tires, improve waste reduction and recycling and

https://www.isri.org/news-publications/news-details/2024/03/21/isri-to-honor-industry-icon-mel-wright-with-prestigious-lifetime-achievement-award


address abandoned landfills. 
 
The first year the change took effect, the state's trust fund doubled to $7.6
million. The program paid out $4 million in grants to local governments after
receiving requests for projects totaling $16 million. You can read the full report
here. 
 
According to EPD Director Jeff Cown, “Dedicating the $1 new tire fee to the
purposes for which it is collected has made a huge difference to the state.
We’re better prepared to eliminate scrap tires and to remediate abandoned
landfills. Additionally, we’ve been able to invest in the state’s recycling industry
which supports the economy while doing the right thing for the environment.
Through grants to local governments, we’re improving Georgian’s access to
recycling and helping to support and develop scrap tire recycling markets.”

Read Full Report

Member News
Our GRC members participated in Earth Day events across Georgia. Here

are a few highlights of the incredible events. Thanks to our GRC Board
members who also participated in events.

Cobb Sustainability Forum Held on April 11

Congratulations to Board Member Kimberly White and her amazing staff
members for organizing this incredible event for residents in Cobb. Thanks to
GRC Board Member Karen Wilson with Greif and Stephanie Busch for working
the GRC exhibit at the Forum.

https://d15k2d11r6t6rl.cloudfront.net/public/users/Integrators/13c8ab77-773e-424e-80a6-65b998921ce1/org-963-08281731/SWTF FY 2023.pdf


Atlanta Sustainability Showcase Held on April 22

Located on The Roof at Ponce City Market and sponsored by the Advanced
Technology Development Center/Georgia Tech, this showcase focused on the
movement towards a greener, more sustainable future and brought together
bright minds and passionate individuals in the sustainability sector – from local
government officials and industry innovators to major corporations, small
businesses, startups, and community organizations. The gathering was a
unique opportunity to bridge gaps, share knowledge, and ignite collaboration
across all sectors working towards environmental stewardship in our state.

GRC Art Contest Highlights

Congratulations to the winners of the GRC Student Art
Contest. Georgia students ages 5-19 entered prose, poetry, and
artwork on the theme, “What Recycling Means to Me.”



GRC thanks everyone who
submitted artwork to the
Recycled Art Contest and
congratulates all of the
winners! Each first and second
place winner received a gift
card from GRC.



Call for Presentations Now Open! Learn More!

Scholarship Application Open

Calling all Georgia college students interested in pursuing careers in the waste
reduction, recycling, composting or sustainability fields. The Connie Burns
Scholarship gives you the opportunity to apply for funds as well as a trip to our
annual conference in September.

Help GRC spread the word to colleges/universities in your communities and
encourage any candidates you may know to
apply.

Learn more about the scholarship or apply online today!

SPIRIT of GREEN Awards Application Now Open - Apply

https://gaswana.org/survey.php?id=6
https://www.georgiarecycles.org/programs/connie-burns-scholarship/


Today!

Want to be recognized for your hard work and success or know a company or
person who deserves recognition?

Check out the simplified online application for the 2024 awards. Apply or
nominate someone today!  Nominations due July 15, 2024. 

Award Categories:

GRC Volunteer of the Year – A GRC member who has provided the
organization with value-added benefits toward achieving its mission
Outstanding Institutional Program – May include college, university,
military installations, or campus/industrial entities
Outstanding Government/Community Program – A local program that
exemplifies comprehensive and sustainable components and practices
Outstanding Corporate Leader – A business that has implemented
exemplary waste reduction/recycling programs for its industry
Hall of Fame – An individual who has contributed to GRC’s success over
an extended period of time

Apply or Nominate Someone Today!

Welcome New Members

Individual Level Member

Peter Bergoo-- Bergoo Consulting LLC          

GRC 2023-2024 Sponsor Level Me ​mbers
 

Partner Level

Brightmark
Coca-Cola Company

Georgia Beverage
Association

Greif Recycling
Mohawk
Novelis

Pratt Industries
Shaw Industries Group

Waste Eliminator

Sustainer Level

American Chemistry Council
GFL Environmental

Pepsico
Rubicon

Waste Pro
Westrock

WM

Patron Level

Ameri-Green
Environmental

Recycling
Emory University

Luck Stone Atlanta
Stephens
NAIMA

Newnan Utilities
Pull-A-Part

Republic Services
SEMCO

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/8X76QK5
https://www.georgiarecycles.org/programs/spirit-of-green-awards/


Strategic Materials

2024 GRC Board o ​f Directors
Carliss E. Bates, Secretary

City of Savannah Sanitation
​Department

Page Beckwith
Keep Newnan Beautiful

Brandon Bice
Novelis

Jason Johnson
Fulton Metals Recycling

Deena Keeler
Emory University

Denise Plemmons
Athens-Clarke County

Recycling Div.

Marla Prince, Vice-President
WM

Mandy Renova
Pratt Recycling

Scott Terrell
Jacobs Engineering

Mason Towe, President
University of Georgia

Kimberly White
​Keep Cobb Beautiful

Karen Wilson
Greif Recycling

Chris Witherspoon, Treasurer
Rubicon
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