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Plastic Markets:  
The Bigger Picture 
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Estimated Breakout of 
Curbside Collected Plastic  

PET Bottles HDPE Bottles 3-7 Rigid & Small Rigid Plastic Bulky Plastic Other

Within 3-7 Rigid & Small Rigid 
Segment: 
33% PP containers 
17% Thermoform containers 
14% Missed PET/HDPE bottles 



Plastic Scrap Market Drivers 

3- Oil Prices 4- Consumer Demand 

2- Material Quality 

1- International Policies 



• Oil Prices Steady (potentially rising?) 

• Export Markets Weak (non-existent?) 

• Domestic Reclamation Capacity Saturated 

• Economy is Growing 

• Growing Brand Commitments/Long-term 

Sustainability Goals 
 
Equals: a lot of uncertainty in plastic recycling markets 

at the moment. 

Current Market Conditions 



Great Recession Green Fence 

National Sword  

Shale Gas 

Revolution 



International Policies 

STOP 

•Mid-2017: China starts to limit imported scrap materials, reducing import licenses, 

etc.  

•January 1, 2018: Ban on post-consumer scrap plastic and other materials.  

•March 2018: Other materials have to meet stringent contamination levels to be 

imported (effectively banning them). 

•Throughout 2018: Other SE Asia countries limiting imports of scrap materials.  



Unequal Dependence on Export Market* 

*Roughly 28% of all plastics exported in 2016 



2016 Plastic Recycling Survey Results 



Bottle Material Reclaimed in 2016 
  

Bottle Recycling Rates 

Fell in 2016:  

 

PET down to 29.7% 

HPDE down to 33.3%  

 

What role do deposits 

play? 

Avg redemption rate is 

over 70% in 10 states with 

deposits. 



Need for More Bottle Collection Infrastructure 



Need for More Sorting Infrastructure  



Need Domestic Capacity for Mixed Rigid Material 



Low Domestic Capacity for Non-Bottle Rigids and Film 



Now What?  



Curbside- PET, HDPE, PP: 
Bottles and Containers 

Tubs and Lids 
 

Non-Curbside Collection: 
PS Foam 

Commercial or Consumer Bags and Film 
 

Focus Education on Marketable Materials 



RecycleYourPlastics.org  

Clear Terminology. Better Education. 
More Recycling. 



Increase Demand for Recycled Products 



A Little Demand Goes a Long Way 



RecycleMorePlastic.org 



Investments in 
processing 

Tax rebate for 
measurable contributions 
to CO2 savings (PCR use 

one option) 

Ideas to Drive More Demand for Recycled Content 

Grants for 
innovation 

Verification 
of PCR 
claims 

Companies 
pledge to use 

PCR 

Inspire consumers 
to create demand 
for PCR products 

Development of 
new end 

markets/products 

Policy that requires 
PCR in high 

volume, technically 
feasible  

applications 



Other Resources 



PlasticsMarkets.org 

Resource managed by More 

Recycling to track:  

 

Who is accepting and 

purchasing commodities, 

including lower grades, in a 

rapidly changing market? 



PlasticFilmRecycling.org  



PlasticsRecycling.org 
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