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ASTRX:  
A Collaboration between  

The Recycling Partnership and  

the Sustainable Packaging Coalition 
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Who are 

we? 

We are a membership-based collaborative that 

believes in the power of industry to make packaging 

more sustainable. 
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recyclingpartnership.org 
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We’re all in this bin together 

National Nonprofit (501c3) bringing recycling to those 
that don’t have it and improving it for those that do.  



What is ASTRX? 

A bridge between the Sustainable Packaging 
Coalition and The Recycling Partnership 

 

Allows collaboration that enhances existing 
SPC and Partnership projects 

 

Leverages systems thinking to generate new 
understanding and information 

 
 





How2Recycle  
Empowers people to recycle more, 
and better 



How2Recycle is designed with the consumer 

in mind. 





ASTRX tool: 
Navigating 
Worksheet 

• Thoughtful way to 
assess how packages 
might flow through 
recycling system 

• Available at 
astrx.org/resources 

 





Why did we develop this? 

• Stimulate a discussion about important considerations in packaging 
recyclability 

• Empower packaging designers with a mental framework for 
approaching recyclability  

• Share a systems thinking exercise to help us understand why there are 
rarely perfect solutions or silver bullets to complex systems (and 
recycling is complex!) 

 



• More confident than not? Green. 

• Potential problems, or unsure? 
Or, need more information? 
Yellow. 

• Definite problems, or significant 
concerns or lack of data? Red. 

• At each step, ask yourself, do I 
have data to support this? 

• Embrace ambiguity and 
interconnectedness. 

 



Let’s talk about this plastic bottle. 



Let’s talk about this plastic bottle. 

Clear PET bottle 

Full body shrink 
sleeve label 

 
 
 

Polypropylene 
closure 



Reprocessing (Paper Mills, Plastics Reclaimers) 

 
• Are there design flaws that prevent reprocessing and 

recoverability? 

• Does the material cause harm or contamination to other 
materials? 

• Is an investment required to reprocess the material? 







What 
happened 
next… 



End Market Industry Leadership Committee 
 

Exploring how companies can create more demand for recycled materials. 



Target Sponsored Material Flow Research 
 

Qualitative research that will explore the recycling system from the 
perspective of the MRF and reprocessor, provide needed transparency about 
where the industry is at today, and identify gaps that inform how to build a 

roadmap for the future of the recycling system. 



Thanks to EPA Region 4  
for support of the worksheet 

 



Thank You! 
trina.matta@greenblue.org 


