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Sustainable Materials Management 

“An approach to serving 

human needs by 

using/reusing resources 

productively and 

sustainably throughout their 

life cycles, generally 

minimizing the amount of  

materials involved and all 

associated environmental 

impacts.” 
 

Sustainable Materials Management: The Road 

Ahead, EPA (2009) 



SMM Analysis of the US Economy 



Built Environment (buildings, roads, bridges, 

infrastructure) 

Sustainable Management of Food 

Sustainable Packaging 

Sustainable Electronics Management 

 

Life-Cycle Thinking 

Measurement 

 International Efforts 

US EPA’s SMM Strategic Plan 



Collaboration & Convening Data & Tools 

SMM Program Implementation 



SMM Prioritization Tool Suite 

Screenshot: National SMM Prioritization Tool 



Georgia SMM Pilot Project 

Why tons? 

What does “tons” 
really tell us? 



 The goals of the Georgia Pilot were to: 

 

 Develop a tool to empower stakeholders to make life cycle-

informed decisions tailored to their state’s circumstances; 

and 

 

 Align the understanding and incentives of all life cycle 

players in the state. 

Georgia SMM Pilot Project 



Georgia SMM Pilot Project 

Meetings with 

core 

stakeholders to 

build familiarity 

with SMM model 

and tool. 

State model and 

tool 

development by 

EPA ORCR and 

ORD. 

Present 

preliminary 

results to core 

stakeholder 

group. 

Core 

stakeholders 

identify 

stakeholder 

advisory group. 

Final meeting to 

hear from 

advisory group 

and for core 

group to discuss 

next steps. 



Thanks for your attention! 

Any questions? 

 

Jarrod Bridge 

bridge.jarrod@epa.gov 
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