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Georgia Recycling Coalition 
August 18, 2014  



Who We Are 

 
Keep America Beautiful is the nation’s leading nonprofit  
that brings people together to build and sustain vibrant 
communities. 
 

• With our strong affiliate and partnership network, including state 
recycling organizations, we engage millions of volunteers who take 
action in their communities through programs that deliver positive 
and lasting impact 

 
• We offer solutions that: 

- Create clean, beautiful public places 
- Reduce waste and increase recycling 
- Inspire generations of environmental stewards 
- Generate positive impact on the local economy 
 
 

• We work to create communities that are socially connected, 
environmentally healthy and economically sound 
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Our Goal: Increase Recycling Participation 

• Building Awareness 
and Activation 
 

• Public Space Recycling 
 

• Best Practice Sharing 



America Recycles Programming 
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Activation 

PSA Campaign  

America Recycles Day 

Recycling @ Work 

Recycle-Bowl 

Colleges  

RecycleMania 

Give and Go 

Infrastructure/Knowledge 
Sharing 

 Infrastructure Building 

Research/Sharing BMPs 
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Raising Visibility for Recycling in the Workplace 

The Opportunity 
 

•  35 to 45% of municipal solid 
waste is generated in the 
workplace according to USEPA , 
much of  which is recyclable 

 
 



Overall Objective 

 
• Engage employees to recycle more at work 
• Review procurement practices 
• Agree to report on actions 
• Invite another organization to take the pled 

10% 
Increase  

workplace recycling by  
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Our Target 

• Recruit 750 businesses/organizations to  
      take the pledge by December 2014 

 
• Eligible entities/organizations 

• Businesses/commercial entities 
• Government agencies 
• Schools 
• Colleges & Universities 
• Hospitals and other institutions 
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Priority Items for Recycling  

• Beverage containers 
• Paper/paperboard products 
• Electronics - including hand-held 

devices, ink cartridges 
• Batteries 
• Light bulbs 
• Plastic film 
• Food scraps (optional) 

 
 
 
 
* Note: Municipal waste only – not manufacturing, 
hazardous  etc. 
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Increasing Recycling@Work!  

http://clintonglobalinitiative.org/images/commitments/cgi_commitment_seal_sm.png


Steered by Experts: R@W Advisory Council 
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Jay Bassett Environmental Protection Agency 

Tom Carpenter Waste Management 

Pete Chism Bureau of Planning and Sustainability 

Gloria Hardegree Georgia Recycling Coalition 

Debbie Jackson New York State Department of Environmental Conservation  

Elizabeth Koprowski Federal Government Agency 

Mychele Lord LORD Green Real Estate Strategies 

Anna McCabe State of Wisconsin  

Brad Molotsky Brandywine Realty Trust 

Scott Pomeroy Downtown DC Business District 

Lynn Rubinstein Northeast Recycling Council, Inc. 

Elizabeth Schmidt Alcoa, Inc. 

Connie Wiggins Gwinnett Clean and Beautiful Services 



Getting Started  

Take the Pledge 
and Become a 
Pledge Partner 

Review 10-Step 
Action Plan 

Realize Pledge 
Partner 
Benefits 

www.recyclingatwork.org 
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Recycling at Work Benefits  

 Boost employee morale by engaging them in a cause with 
environmental, social and economic benefits 

 
• Employees who feel they can make an impact on social and 

environmental issues while on the job are twice as satisfied with work 
as those who don’t. - Net Impact Study: “What Workers Want in 2012″ 
 

• More than 80 percent of US workers polled said they believe it is 
important to work for a company or organization that makes the 
environment a top priority. - National Geographic survey, February 2008 
 

• 83 percent of consumers think companies should try to accomplish 
their business goals while still trying to improve society and the 
environment. - “Second Annual Public Opinion Poll on Sustainability” by Do Well, Do 
Good LLC 
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    Recycling @Work Benefits 

Tools & Resources 
 

• Employee Engagement 
• Employee Recognition 
• Fact Sheets  
• Media Promotion 
• Online Promotion 
 
 

 Access free tools, tips and 
customizable templates to 
support your workplace 
recycling program 
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Recycling @Work Benefits 

  
 
 Receive E-mail tip once each 

month 
 

 Exchange ideas and best 
practices with other Pledge 
Partners (webinar) 

 
 Earn national recognition 

among other respected 
organizations and leading 
companies 
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Recycling@Work Benefits 

   
 Receive special discounts on recycling bins. 
 
 
 





My trash hauler takes 
my recycling to the 

landfill. 



It gets 
recycled! 



You must remove staples from 
paper before adding to the 

recycling bin. 



Staples can stay 
(binder clips, too!). 



Recycled paper can 
become new paper 

products like 
newsprint, 

paperboard and 
packaging 



1. paper/staples 
2. Plastic bottles and caps 
3. Paper coffee cups 
4. Plastic bags and film 
5. Unwanted mail 
6. Frozen dinner  
7. Cellphones 
8. Electronics 
9. Cardboard boxes/bubble wrap 
10. Paper towels and napkins 
11. Overnight envelopes 
12. Pizza boxes 
13. Chip bags and candy wrappers 
14. Food cans/labels 
 

List of “Myths” for workplace 
 



Recycling@Work Research Initiative 

Research Objective: 
• To design and test effective messaging and collection bin 

placement for workplace recycling and the potential spillover of 
workplace recycling to recycling at home.  
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Recycling@Work Pledge Program Research Conditions 
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Study Condition Key 

1.  Desk Trash, Desk Recycling, Central Trash, Central Recycling 

2.  Desk Trash (small), Desk Recycling, Central Trash, Central Recycling 

3.  Desk Recycling, Central Trash, Central Recycling 

4.  Message Only Control 

Four Cities:  Atlanta, Boston, Houston, San Diego 
125 – 200 employees per city 
6 waste audits per location 
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Help us Spread the Word – Sign Up for Kit 

Marketing Toolkit for 
Promotional Partners 
 

• Marketing Leave Behind 
• Poster 
• PPT Template and 

presentation 
• Sample e-mail copy 
• E-newsletter Article 
• Talking Points     
• Web Banners     
• Post-it pads     
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R@W Pledge Takers By State 

Alabama 31 Kentucky 5 North Carolina 10 
Alaska 3 Louisiana 6 Ohio 23 
Arizona 11 Maine 1 Oklahoma 8 
Arkansas 27 Maryland 12 Oregon 9 
California 37 Massachusetts 5 Other/Outside US 7 
Connecticut 12 Michigan 16 Pennsylvania 25 
Delaware 3 Minnesota 8 South Carolina 6 
District of Columbia 8 Mississippi 6 Tennessee 9 
Florida 32 Missouri 14 Texas 33 
Georgia 41 Montana 1 Utah 1 
Hawaii 1 Nebraska 6 Vermont 1 
Idaho 1 Nevada 3 Virginia 24 
Illinois 17 New Hampshire 4 Washington 15 
Indiana 13 New Jersey 14 West Virginia 3 
Iowa 14 New Mexico 4 Wisconsin 7 
Kansas 4 New York 17 
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Atlanta Business Challenge 

• Pilot – Part of Better 
Business Challenge 
 

• ATLANTA challenge 
goal:  2,500 by the end 
of 2015!  
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Take the pledge –  www.recycling@work.org  
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Open Discussion 

Q:  What tools/resources might 
your organization need to help 
increase workplace recycling? 
 
Q:   What marketing tools or 
materials would be most helpful 
to you in encouraging other 
organizations to take the 
Recycling at Work pledge? 
 
 



 
 

Questions? 
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Brenda Pulley 
bpulley@kab.org  

202-688-0603 

mailto:bpulley@kab.org


Reporting Database 

Reporting Objectives:  

• Document actions taken 

• Benchmarking for best practices 

• Give visibility/recognition on various actions 

• Keep momentum/accountability for the program 

• Provide data for report to be compiled and published by KAB 

• Provide a standardized database for participants to document results of 
activities, recycling increase and calculate the benefits (material diverted 
and the economic, environmental and social benefits) 
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