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Sustainability 
Adopted from the 2002 
University of Michigan 
Sustainability Assessment 
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Economic 
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Economic Growth 
Research  
& Development 

Sustainability 



“Throw-away society” term introduced by Life 
magazine…... in 1955 



 We are a private, family owned business. 
 1937 – The Dart family opened a small machine shop to 

make dog tags for the military and measuring tapes. 
 

 
 1959- Experimentation with CFC Free Foam Cups began. 
 1960- April 20 First Foam Cup (6 oz.) Shipped. 
 Vertically integrated – truck fleet, ink, plastic cup sleeves. 
 2012- Acquired Solo. 
 Today- Largest manufacturer of foam cups in the world!* 

*Dart also makes a variety of paper, rigid plastic, and compostable containers. 

Who is Dart? 



Why do people use foam? 

It works better!  
 Keeps hot drinks hot 
 Keeps cold drinks cold 

 

It costs less! 
 

It has many environmental attributes!  
 Low water waste 
 Minimal raw material 
 and most importantly……… 

 



Foam is Recyclable!!!   



Why is Dart active in Voluntary 
Producer Responsibility for foam? 
 Foam is a great material that is under 

constant attack. 
 
 Not well understood. 
 It is not Styrofoam™ 

 
 Lots of mis-information circulating on the 

internet, new articles, etc. 
 

 
 

 
 



Dart’s Sustainability 

 

School Lunch  
tray recycling 

Drop-off programs 
D-CATs 





Recycla-Pak 



Recycling Events 



 Dart Community Action Team 
D-CAT 

 A hybrid of Solo’s 
Sustainability Action 
Network and Dart’s 
Community Outreach 
Programs.  
 

 Encourages each 
plant to participate in 
at least one local 
community clean-up 
event per year and to 
include a recycling 
element for our 
products. 

Ada, Oklahoma Earth Day in Ada 

Conyers, Georgia 
Conyers Keep America 

Beautiful Cleanup 

Corona ,California 
Friends of LA River 

Cleanup 

Deerfield Beach, Florida Equine Therapy Cleanup 

Federalsburg, Maryland 
5K Run for Habitat for 

Humanity 

Holt, Michigan Holt Hometown Festival 

Mason, Michigan 
Great American River 

Cleanup 

Lodi, California Adopt-A-Highway 

Owings Mills, Maryland 
Baltimore County Adopt-

A-Road 

Rialto, California 
International Coastal 

Cleanup 

Thomaston, Georgia Make Thomaston Shine 

Tumwater, Washington Capitol City Marathon 





Drop-off programs 
 



Distributor Take-Back Programs 



Curbside Recycling 



Success… 65 and 
Counting! 
 The following California cities have included polystyrene foam in their list of accepted items for 
curbside recycling: Alpine, Arrow Bear*, Bloomington*, Bonita, Bonsall, Cerritos*, Commerce 
(Partial)*, Coronado, Covina, Crestline, Dictionary Hill, Downey*, Eastvale*, El Segundo, Encinitas, 
Escondido, Fallbrook, Fontana, Fountain Valley, Grand Terrace*, Highland*, Huntington Beach, 
Lake Arrowhead*, Lomita, Long Beach, Los Angeles (includes the following communities: Arleta, 
Arlington Heights, Atwater Village, Bel Air, Beverly Crest, Beverlywood, Boyle Heights, Brentwood, 
Cahuega Pass, Canoga Park, Century City, Chatsworth, Cheviot Hills, Chinatown, Crenshaw, 
Crestview, Cypress Park, Del Rey, Eagle Rock, East Hollywood, Echo Park, El Sereno, Elysian Park, 
Elysian Valley, Encino, Fairfax, Glassell Park, Granada Hills, Hancock Park, Harbor City, Harbor 
Gateway, Harvard Heights, Highland Park, Hollywood, Hyde Park, Jefferson Park, Koreatown, Lake 
Balboa, Lakeview Terrace, La Tuna Canyon, Leimert Park, Lincoln Heights, Los Feliz, Mar Vista, 
Mission Hills, Montecito Heights, Mt. Washington, North Hills, North Hollywood, Northridge, Oaks, 
Pacific Palisades, Pacoima, Palms, Panorama City, Pico Union, Playa Vista, Porter Ranch, Poway, 
Rancho Park, Reseda, San Marcos, San Pedro, Sawtelle, Shadow Hills, Sherman Oaks, Silver Lake, 
South Carthay, South Robertson, Studio City, Sunland, Sun Valley, Sylmar, Tarzana, Toluca lake, 
Tujunga, University Hills, Valley Glen, Valley Village, Van Nuys, Venice, Watts, West Adams, 
Westchester, West Hills, Westlake, West Los Angeles, Westwood, Wilmington, Wilshire Center, 
Winnetka, and Woodland Hills), Imperial Beach, Julian, La Mesa, Lakeside, Lemon Grove, Lincoln 
Acres, Manhattan Beach, Montclair*, Mt. Helix, National City, Norwalk, Ontario (Partial)*, 
Paramount*, Pasadena, Pico Rivera*, Pomona (Partial)*, Poway, Rainbow, Ramona, Rancho 
Cucamonga, Rancho Santa Fe, Redondo Beach, Rialto, Rim of the World*, Riverside*, Riverside 
County (Partial)*, Rolling Hills Estates, Rubidoux*, Running Springs*, San Bernardino (Partial)*, San 
Bernardino County (Partial), San Marcos, Santa Clarita, Santa Fe Springs, Spring Valley, Torrance, 
Tracy, Upland*, Valley Center, Vista, and Yucaipa*. 
 
 





What do we accept? 



Dart Wash & Dry  
Corona, CA and Mason, MI 

 



www.HomeforFoam.com 

Dedicated to supporting the growth of foam #6 
recycling by providing recycling information to 
municipalities, businesses, schools and the general 
public.  
 
A guide for municipalities and organizations for 
starting recycling programs, connects city 
governments with buyers of foam, and much more. 



Partnerships 

http://www.keepgeorgiabeautiful.org/default.asp


Dart’s Green Care Strategy 



Questions? 

Thank You! 
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