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UGA SUSTAINABLE SCIENCE AND
GREEN LABS PROGRAM

Created in 2016

Conservative Annual W e T
Savings of $189K e s

Focused on resource
: 1900 Labs on our
conservation, waste v :
, , , vz main campus
diversion, sustainable =

procurement, equity

Today’s focus: WASTE







Laboratory Waste
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Lab Waste
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Lab-specitic Waste Audit

» Spring 2018
» 4 different types of labs
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» Pathology Lab (for profit)
» Molecular Genomics Lab
» Plant Pathology Lab (BSL)
» Plant Biology Lab

» Daily for 1 week

» Labs are ever-changing



Lab-specitic Waste
Audit Summary

m Recoverable sans organic = Avoidable
m Compostable Non Recoverable




Lab-specific Waste Diversion Efforts @ UGA

‘MY Green Labs Program
Il Pollitles Managemen: Divigioa ABOUT  INITIATIVES PRESS SUSTAINABLESCIENCEUPDATES Q CONTACT US

» Offer Guidance for All Lab All Lab Wests Strearms
Waste Streams R s A

» Lab Glass Rehoming Program

» Lab-specific Recycling

»Green Chemistry

»Helping UGA be Mercury Free

» Sustainable Procurement

Initiatives
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Lab Glass Rehoming Program

Partnership between UGA and Athens
Clarke County (ACC)

Keeps useful scientific materials out of
landfill

Serves our future scientists
Assists underfunded programs

Optimizes space in UGA research areas

ml 0——600 m|
- APPROX.
/0gm| 100——500

)0—400

0—300

00— 200

500—100




Lab Glass Rehoming Program (More Than Glass!)

The GRASS —
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Researchers MUST onboard
Requires careful oversight
Know your culture!
Two paths:

* Lab Recycling Rooms

* Direct to ACC CHaRM (first visit

orientation provided)
High-quality PP

Lab Recycling Guide

for items going to specialized lab recycling rooms

#2 & #5 PLASTICS
o Pipette tips, pipette tip containers, tubes
e Must be smaller than a football
» No chemical containers or tubes with pellets

ICE PACKS
o Defrost ice packs in lab by laying flat on paper towels
» Give each a push to make sure they are intact
» Throw away busted icepacks

A
=\ e Remove all tape and labels
' : * Must be white in color; black & gray styrofoam

STYROFOAM/ EPS FOAM

is not allowed

. % Tip-rack

#1 PIPETTE TIP REFILL STACKERS g Reflls
e Must be clear
 Must be clean, dry & free of hazards

FILM PLASTICS
» Must be able to stretch plastic easily
« Plastic bags, plastic wrap & deflated shipping
airbags
W0 Lg =
UNIVERSITY OF
Lab Items are STRICTLY PROHIBITED Il GEORGIA
/rEws  insingle-stream recycling containers. &Y. rcilities Management Division

Green Labs Program




s AFEIV F RST *ALL items must be clean, dry & free of
hazards

Lab Items are

N . _ . This can shut down the program
In single-stream recycling containers. or cause regulatory problems.



Accepted Waste Streams in UGA Recycling Rooms:

*®

ICE PACKS SMALL #2 AND #5 PLASTICS FILM PLASTICS

#6 POLYSTYRENE AKA STYROFOAM #1 CLEAR PLASTIé REFILL STACKERS



& 9 PLASTICS

ITEMS ALLOWED:

 Pipette Tips

» Pipette Tip Boxes/ Inserts

» Tubes

« Must be clean, dry & free of
hazards

PROHIBITED:

« No chemical containers
* No tubes with pellets







Participating Researcher
Commitments:

Researchers who choose to participate in the laboratory recycling
program are responsible for properly preparing and delivering their
materials to the designated recycling room. This includes following all
established protocols for decontamination, sorting items into the
correct waste streams, and ensuring that only accepted materials
enter the system. Failure to comply with proper protocol may result in
regulatory concerns and violations and jeopardize the future success
of the program.

By maintaining the integrity of each recycling stream, you support the
long-term sustainability and efficiency of the program.



SUSTAINABLE LAB PROCUREMENT ENGINEERS OUT
WASTE BEFORE IT EVER ARRIVES ON CAMPUS

« Review commonly used
consumables

PROCUREMENT GUIDANCE
Sustainable Research
Lab Supplies

Mtdsted on XFXIN

- Explore more sustainable
options

* Give preference to companies
exhibiting greater Extended
Producer Responsibility




The Sustainability
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STARSCOT@UGA.EDU
GREENLAB@UGA.EDU

MY Green Labs Program
l I Facilities Management Division

w~ UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA

International Institute fo
Sustainable Laboratories

Circular Economy

for Laboratories
Community of Practice



mailto:starscot@uga.edu
mailto:GreenLab@uga.edu

CATERGORIES FOR SORTING

Paper Towels

Gloves \ Avoidable

Plastic Film

oo P Recoverable

Non-Recyclable Plastics

Paper Non-Recoverable
Cardboard

Glass Compostable
EPS Foam

Aluminum

vV v vy

Organics
Landfill
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Located at ACC CHaRM

Local teachers can “shop’
for free

School supplies, furniture,
bulletin boards, books

Scientific supplies
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