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CIRCULAR UGA



What is Circular UGA?
The goal is simple: Build a better Georgia through 
a culture of sustainability, circularity, and waste 
reduction.

UGA students, faculty, and staff will:

• Think before we buy and maximize the value of 
our resources through circular materials 
management.

• Build partnerships to innovate circular 
solutions that strengthen Georgia’s economy.

• Create circular systems that starve landfills 
and promote thriving, both now and in the 
future, through inspired teaching, research, 
service, and operations.





UGA sends 12 million+ pounds of materials to the landfill each year.



In FY23, UGA sent 12+M pounds of materials to the landfill.



Waste Reduction 
Services’ Goals 
and Objectives

● Prioritize safety, health, and well 

being of UGA students, faculty, staff, 

and visitors

● Develop UGA Solid Waste & 

Circular Materials Management 

Master Plan

● Provide excellent customer service 

and eliminate single sources of 

failure

● “Zero Waste, Zero Accidents”



Challenges
● Unpredictable/unscheduled waste​

● Non-recyclable Items​

● Hazardous or bulky items​

● Batteries​ & Electronics

● Lab materials – flammable, corrosive, etc.​

● Events​

● Tight waste collection areas​

● Largest UGA population to date 

(& growing)​

● Outdated/Failing Infrastructure​



Investment Solutions In Practice - Leaner, Cleaner, Safer, Reliable

Replacing larger aging vehicles 
with smaller, more efficient and 
reliable alternatives



Exterior updates Leconte & Baldwin Hall     

Before After



Exterior updates New College / Holmes-Hunter

Before After



Exterior updates Psychology / Journalism

Before After



Exterior updates Brooks / Sanford / Park

Before After



Exterior updates Hodgson Oil / UGA PD

Before After



Exterior updates Vet Teaching Hospital

Before After



Exterior updates Social Work

Before After





Procurement
Individual Actions:

● Refuse - Skip 
● Reduce – Avoid unnecessary packaging
● Repair - Look into ways to fix/mend 

items
● Quality vs Quantity - fewer, better

University/Community Opportunities:

● Policies and Standards
● Shared freight – Balance between 

overbuying and shipping individual 
items

● Purchasing Power of Campus Influence
● Avoiding excess packaging
● Avoiding single-use/disposable items





1000+
Lbs of items swapped this 

semester



500+
Water Bottles saved

and redistributed in 2025





New Campus Standard



RESTROOMS



Exterior Infrastructure Standard







Where does it go from here? (Recycling)
Used Product Indoor Recycling 

Bin
Outdoor 

Bin

ACC Material 
Recovery Facility

End MarketNew Product

https://app.salsify.com/catalogs/2cdb1d64-f184-49af-9747-396cb46293f3/products/100956


Hard-to-Recycle Items

ACC CHaRM

CHaRM x UGA
Miller Learning Center

END 
MARKETS!



FMD and ESD handle 

Universal Waste

 such as batteries & bulbs

9,500+
Light Bulbs and Tubes

Recycled in 2025



FMD and ESD handle 

Universal Waste

 such as batteries & bulbs

17,000+
Lbs of Batteries

Recycled in 2025



Used Product Indoor Compost Bin Outdoor Compost  Roll Cart ACC Compost Facility

Finished CompostFresh Food

Where does it go from here? (Compost) 

https://app.salsify.com/catalogs/2cdb1d64-f184-49af-9747-396cb46293f3/products/100973


Used Product Interior Landfill Bin Exterior Landfill Roll Cart ACC Landfill

Where does it go from here? (Landfill) 

https://app.salsify.com/catalogs/2cdb1d64-f184-49af-9747-396cb46293f3/products/100956






Soccer & Softball Complex











Zero Waste Events



ZWI Roll Out in progress:
Chicopee 1
Delta IHUB
Odum School of Ecology
Terry College BLC
Jackson Street Building
Denmark Hall
Baldwin Hall
Leconte Hall
Peabody Hall
Park Hall
Joe Brown Hall
Gilbert Hall
New College
Caldwell Hall
Admin Building

All of Northeast Campus completed by Fall 
2026

Zero Waste Infrastructure



Mason Towe

University of Georgia

Waste Reduction Services

      Mason.Towe@uga.edu

Thank You!
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