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Challenges
● Unpredictable/unscheduled waste​
● Non-recyclable Items​
● Hazardous or bulky items​
● Batteries​ & Electronics
● Lab materials – flammable, corrosive, etc.​
● Events​
● Tight waste mgmt/collection areas​
● Largest UGA population to date (& 

growing)​
○ 2024 Enrollment:  41,615​ (up 10% from 

37,606 in 2017)
○ =  6,168 tons in FY24, compared to 5,474 

tons in FY18​ (up 12.6%)
● Outdated/Failing Infrastructure​



Investment Solutions In Practice - Leaner, Cleaner, Safer, Reliable

● Replacing larger aging 
vehicles with smaller, 
more efficient and reliable 
alternatives





Procurement
Individual Actions:

● Refuse - Skip 
● Reduce – Avoid unnecessary packaging
● Repair - Look into ways to fix/mend 

items
● Quality vs Quantity - fewer, better

University/Community Opportunities:

● Policies and Standards
● Shared freight – Balance between 

overbuying and shipping individual 
items

● Purchasing Power of Campus Influence
● Avoiding excess packaging
● Avoiding single-use/disposable items





1000+
Lbs of items swapped this 

semester



500+
Water Bottles saved

and redistributed in 2025





New Campus Standard



RESTROOMS



Exterior Infrastructure Standard







Can I Recycle This?

https://sustainability.uga.edu/campus-operations/waste-reduction/


Where does it go from here? (Recycling)
Used Product Indoor Recycling 

Bin
Outdoor 

Bin

ACC Material 
Recovery Facility

End MarketNew Product

https://app.salsify.com/catalogs/2cdb1d64-f184-49af-9747-396cb46293f3/products/100956


Hard-to-Recycle Items

ACC CHaRM

CHaRM x UGA
MLC 212

END MARKETS!



FMD and ESD handle 

Universal Waste

such as batteries & bulbs

9,445+
Light Bulbs and Tubes

Recycled in 2025



FMD and ESD handle 

Universal Waste

such as batteries & bulbs

16,824+
Lbs of Batteries

Recycled in 2025



Used Product Indoor Compost Bin Outdoor Compost  Roll Cart ACC Compost Facility

Finished CompostFresh Food

Where does it go from here? (Compost) 

https://app.salsify.com/catalogs/2cdb1d64-f184-49af-9747-396cb46293f3/products/100973


The goal of Campus Compost

is to institutionalize

compost on campus

We service

120+
locations on campus

“Dining Services is moving the 
needle, but campus compost is 

changing the culture.”



Used Product Interior Landfill Bin Exterior Landfill Roll Cart ACC Landfill

Where does it go from here? (Landfill) 

https://app.salsify.com/catalogs/2cdb1d64-f184-49af-9747-396cb46293f3/products/100956










Soccer & Softball Complex



Next:



Next:



Mason Towe

University of Georgia

Waste Reduction Services

Mason.Towe@uga.edu

Thank You!
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