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Foodservice Packaging Institute

• Established in 1933

• Only industry trade association in North America 
solely focused on all single-use foodservice 
packaging products

• Members include:
• Converters and their raw material and machinery 

suppliers (represents about 85% of the industry)

• Foodservice distributors and operators
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FPI’s Recovery Groups
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Paper Recovery Alliance

(PRA)

Plastics Recovery Group 

(PRG)

Foam Recycling Coalition 

(FRC)

Paper Cup Alliance

(PCA)



Current PRA/PRG Members
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Foodservice Packaging

Single-use foodservice ware and packaging used by 
foodservice establishments

Specifically, our work focuses on:
▪ Cups (including sleeves)
▪ Containers
▪ Boxes 
▪ Paper bags
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Questions we’ve answered

6

Research planned for 2023:

• Update generation data

• Resident awareness 

surveys (pre- and post-

launch)

• End markets survey

Research planned for 2024:

• Update disposal data

• Update recovery 

estimate

Research pending in 2022:

• Mixed paper bale audits

• Resident Messaging 

Survey

• Update Food Residue 

Study

• Chicago CompostABLE

Contamination and 

Correlation Study



Paper Cup Recycling
Mill Commitment
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Paper Cup Recycling

• Made with long, 
bleached fiber –
highly desired by 
paper mills.

• Can be sorted into 
mixed paper (Grade 
54) or polycoat
(Grade 52) bales.

• Pulping systems can 
separate coatings 
from fiber with a 
70%-90% yield.

• Fiber goes on to 
become cereal 
boxes, facial tissue, 
corrugated boxes, 
and new paper cups!
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Paper Cups Accepted in 2 Commodities 
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Of U.S./Canadian 

mixed paper 
demand (% by 

quantity consumed)

Of U.S./Canadian 

mills consuming 
mixed paper (% by 

mill count)

29

9
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mixed paper 
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North American Paper Cup Acceptance
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End Markets for Post-Consumer 
Paper Cups 
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Mixed Paper Markets
Cascades, Ashland, VA (operational Q1 2023)

Cascades, Kingsey Falls, QC

Cascades, Niagara Falls, NY

Essity, Barton, AL

Essity, Menasha, WI

Essity, Middletown, OH

Essity, South Glens Falls, NY

Georgia-Pacific, Green Bay, WI

Georgia-Pacific, Muskogee, OK

Graphic Packaging International, Battle Creek, MI

Graphic Packaging International, East Angus, QC

Graphic Packaging International, Middletown, OH

Graphic Packaging International, Kalamazoo, MI

Green Bay Packaging, Green Bay, WI

ND Paper, Fairmont, WV

Pratt, Conyers, GA

Pratt, Shreveport, LA

Pratt, Staten Island, NY

Pratt, Valparaiso, IN

Pratt, Wapakoneta, OH

Sonoco, Hartsville, SC

WestRock, Aurora, IL

Polycoat / Carton Markets
Continuus, Des Moines, IA

Continuus, Philadelphia, PA

Great Lakes Tissue, Cheboygan, MI

Sustana (Breakey Fiber), Levis, QC

Sustana (Fox River Fiber), DePere, WI

Interactive map at: https://www.recyclefsp.org/end-markets-map

WestRock, Battle Creek, MI

WestRock, Chattanooga, TN

WestRock, Dallas, TX

WestRock, Eaton, IN

WestRock, Missisquoi, VT

WestRock, St. Paul, MN

WestRock, Stroudsburg, PA



Georgia Opportunities
Paper Cup Recycling Access
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Regional Strategy & Partnerships 

Goal: Increased recovery of paper and 
plastic cups and containers



Communities with access to paper 
cup recycling RIGHT NOW

Athens- Clarke County:

• All of ACC

Dekalb County

• Avondale Estates

• Brookhaven

• Chamblee

• Decatur

• Doraville

• Lithonia

• Pine Lake

• Stone Mountain

• Tucker

• Dunwoody

• Unincorporated DeKalb

Fulton County

• Alpharetta

• Atlanta

• College Park

• East Point

• Fairburn

• Hapeville

• Roswell

Cobb County

• Smyrna

• Powder Springs

• Austell

Chatham County:

• Savannah

• Pooler

Columbus Consolidated Government

• In discussion
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Website – www.recycleFSP.org

C O N F I D E N T I A L  |  M E M B E R S  O N L Y
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Resident Education Kit
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FPI 
Community 
Partnerships



Community Partnership

GOALS 

FPI’s overall goal is to develop and promote 
economically viable and sustainable recovery 
solutions for foodservice packaging. 

The purpose of FPI’s Community Partnership 
program is to add a suite of foodservice packaging to
curbside recycling programs.  
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Why Focus on Curbside Collection?

Most foodservice packaging is discarded at home or in the 
workplace
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Home
44%

In Store
28%

Industrial, 
Commercial or 

Institutional
25%

Public Space
3%



Overview of Community Partnerships

Contracting
Define 

obligations 

of community 

and aspects 

of FPI 

support

Operations 

Plan
How big? 

Any process 

changes? 

What is 

sorted 

where? 

Communications 

Plan
Education and 

outreach planning, 

adding new 

material (language, 

images, integration 

into existing media)

Community 

Kick-off 

Event
PR and 

publicity 

kickoff event

Measurement & 

Benchmarking
tonnage, residue, 

bale audit – what 

and how much?  

Before snapshot and 

again 6-9 months 

after kickoff.

If all stakeholders agree, FPI and partners work together in these areas:

21



Sample Educational Flyer
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Sample Educational Flyer
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Customizable Video
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Athens-Clarke County
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Athens-Clarke County
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Atlanta
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Community Partnerships Success

• Contamination 

decreased from 14% 

to 8%

• Increase in proportion 

of fiber collected from 

62% to 73%
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MRF Audits

Engagement

Chattanooga, TN Louisville, KY Washington, DC

• Contamination 

decreased from 17% to 

5-8%

• Fiber (cardboard, mixed 

paper, newspaper) 

increased from 61% to 

65%

• Contamination 

decreased from 33.2% 

to 25.8%.

• Mixed paper increased 

from 9.4% to 19.9%.

• 116% increase, to 

recycling webpage 

post-launch

• 46% increase in cart 

or bin requests

• Increased web traffic by 

45%

• Increased cart requests 

by 33%

• Social media 

engagements increased 

by 234%

• 140k more views of 

“How to Prepare 

Recyclables Video” than 

expected.

• 8.7 to 10 million 

impressions using 

Bus/Rail Ads



Foam Recycling Coalition

FRC Summary



Current Foam Recycling Coalition 
Members (2022)
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Foam Recycling Coalition

Project Work

• General education about foam recycling

• Understanding end markets

o End market study

• Grant program

o FRC offers grants to public and private businesses in the U.S. 

and/or Canada to recycle foam FSP and protective packaging

o Recipients will receive funding for equipment, technical 

assistance

o 32 grant projects have been awarded funding since 2015

o www.recyclefoam.org
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http://www.recyclefoam.org/


FRC Infographic

32



FRC Grant Communities
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FRC GRANT COMMUNITIES

• Metro Denver, CO
• Colchester County, Nova Scotia

• Athens-Clarke County, GA

• McLeod County, MN
• Redding, CA

• Madison County, NY

• Agilyx – Tigard, OR
• Pyrowave – Valleyfield, Quebec

• Atlanta, GA

• Hanover-Brockton, Ontario
• Otsego County, NY

• Austin, TX

• Westmoreland County, PA
• Greensboro, NC (x2)

• Coon Rapids, MN

• St Lucie County, FL
• Collier County, FL

• Norman, OK

• Rock Spring, WY
• Memphis, TN

• Outagamie County, WI

• Gilford County, NH

FRC GRANTS

IN PROCESS

• Henderson County, NC
• Cincinnati, OH

• Fayette County, PA

• Geauga-Trumbull, OH
• Mecklenburg County, NC

• Mount Prospect, IL

• Wilmington, NC (UNC-W)
• Troy, VA



Thank you!

Visit RecycleFSP.org for more info:

Contact:
Ashley Elzinga, FPI
aelzinga@fpi.org

Matt Todd, RRS
mtodd@recycle.com
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C O N F I D E N T I A L  |  M E M B E R S  O N L Y
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Madison, WI

C O N F I D E N T I A L  |  M E M B E R S  O N L Y
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Detroit, MI: GFL & RRRASOC
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Denver Campaign Launch
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Sample Communications Materials
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Reporting from Current CPs: 
Refresh Campaigns
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