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Support

Build 
Support from 

Elected 
Officials

Identify 
Collection 

Techniques 

Starting a Recycling Program –
6 Key Concepts to Consider

Evaluate Your 
Market 

Target Your 
Non-recyclers

Evaluate Your 
Contract 

Reinforce 
Communication 
and Outreach

Support 
Recycling 
Legislation

Maintain 
Creativity

Communicate 
with Elected 

Officials 

Modify Your 
Collection 

Techniques 

Improving a Recycling Program –
8 Program Points to Consider

Recycling Hot 
Topics 

MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT TOOLKIT FOR RECYCLING 

http://www.epa.gov/region4/recycle

Follow the link to Toolkit

Community 
Benefits of 
Recycling

Frequent Questions

Economic 
Benefits of 
Recycling

Links and 
Resources

Links and 
Resources

Climate 
Change 

Benefits of 
Recycling

Links and 
Resources
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Case studies provide 
real-world examples of 

how other recycling 
programs have tackled 

challenges faced by 
many communities 

starting a new recycling 
program

Six key elements are 
discussed to help you 

start a successful 
recycling program 
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Each key topic 
discussion provides a 

thorough explanation of 
considerations that will 
help a startup program 

be more successful 
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Eight key elements are 
discussed to help you 
improve an existing 
recycling program 

Case studies provide 
real-world examples 
for comparison with 

your program
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Links to key resources 
for each topic are 

provided so you don’t 
have to search for key 

information
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Climate change 
module includes a link 

to fact sheet on the 
climate change 

benefits of recycling
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Links to key climate 
change resources 
are provided like 
EPA’s Recycled 

Content Tool
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Comprehensive links 
and resources pages 
are provided for each 
of the three recycling 

topics



29

��	
	�����F�
��

Links to key 
economic 

resources such as 
EPA’s Recycling 
Markets website 

are provided



30

��	
	�����F�
����;�����



31

1	��

�������


Several key topics 
on the community 

development 
benefits of recycling 

are discussed
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New topics will be 
added to this 

section as the hot 
topics in recycling 
change over time
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Detailed answers to 
frequently asked 

questions are provided 
on recycling and 

economics, climate 
change, and community 

development
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Detailed answers to 
frequently asked 

questions are provided 
on recycling and 

economics, climate 
change, and community 

development


