
Recycling Makes a Difference in Georgia
Recycling is good for the environment and good for Georgia’s economy
MORE than 120 Georgia businesses use recovered materials to manufacture a variety 
of new consumer products. These businesses rely on items such as plastic bottles, 
metals, glass, paper, organics, carpet, and ti res col lected from residential and 
commercial recycling programs to use as raw materials in their process. And, they are 
only a part of the recycling industry as “end users”, employing thousands of Georgians.
• Paper mills use 40% less energy to make paper from recycled paper\than they do making 

paper from virgin timber. (Dept of Energy)
• A ton of paper made from recycled fibers conserves 7,000 gallons of water (DOE)

Georgia has strong markets for recyclables
Georgia is well known in the nation for its plentiful markets for recovered materials. Our state 
is considered to have one of the largest infrastructures in the nation for recovery and end use 
of recyclables.  
• Georgia’s Paper Industry:  Recycles almost 8% of all the paper consumed in the United 

States and there are fifteen  (15) paper mills in Georgia using recycled content, eight (8) 
relying exclusively on recycled fiber.

• Plastic Beverage Containers (#1 PET plastic):  1/3rd of all plastic beverage containers re-
cycled in North America get recycled in Georgia – turned into carpet (mainly in Northwest 
Georgia).

• Aluminum Recycling: Novelis, one of the largest aluminum recyclers in the world, pro-
cesses used beverage cans in Greensboro, GA with its North American headquarters in 
Atlanta.

• Glass Recycling:  Three manufacturers in Georgia use recycled glass to make new glass 
products.

Individual action DOES make a difference
Did you know that recycling can save enough energy to offset the energy you consume to light a room, 
run a computer, and watch TV?  It can even offset the water you use in your shower!

• Recycling 1 glass bottle will save enough energy to light a 100-watt light bulb for four hours.
• Recycling 1 aluminum can will run a computer for three hours.
• Recycling 1 plastic soft drink bottle will save enough energy to run a TV for 1.5 hours.
• Recycling 5 pounds of paper will conserve enough water to “offset” the water used in a typical 

shower.
The Georgia Recycling Coalition (GRC) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization. Our mission is to compliment and coordinate activities 
relative to recycling, to foster communications among professionals, 
organizations, government agencies and individuals, and to promote 
and enhance reduction and recycling programs throughout the state.

Need local recycling information? 

• Georgia Recycling Coalition – www.georgiarecycles.org 
• Keep Georgia Beautiful – www.keepgeorgiabeautiful.org 

Find the Georgia Recycling Coalition here as well: 
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Printed on recycled content paper.

Composting Makes a Difference in Georgia
Benefits of Composting & Compost Use

• Composting Saves You Money: Using compost as a soil conditioner or mulch reduces 
your need to purchase lawn and garden products. Composting in your backyard may reduce 
your trash removal costs. Using compost can reduce the need for water, fertilizers, and 
pesticides

• Compost Use Conserves Water: The organic matter in compost holds 10-1,000 times more 
water and nutrients than the same amount of soil minerals. 

• Composting is a Good Alternative to Landfilling or Incinerating: Yard and garden scraps 
account for over 30% of the total amount of trash thrown away each year. Your choice to 
compost reduces the need to burn or bury organic material and extends the municipal landfill 
life.  

• Compost Enriches the Soil:  Compost has the ability to help regenerate poor soils.  The 
composting process encourages the production of beneficial micro-organisms (mainly bacteria 
and fungi) which in turn break down organic matter to create humus.  Humus, a rich nutrient 
filled material, increases the nutrient content in soils and helps soils retain moisture.  Compost 
has also been shown to suppress plant diseases and pests, reduce or eliminate the need for 
chemical fertilizers, and promote higher yields of agricultural crops.  

• Compost USE Helps Cleanup Contaminated Soil: Compost application has been shown 
to absorb odors and treat semi-volatile and volatile organic compounds (VOCs).  It has also 
been shown to bind heavy metals and prevent them from migrating to water resources or 
being absorbed by plants.  

• Commercial Composting Facilities Provide Jobs:  There are over 3,500 commercial 
composting facilities across the United States that provide jobs to local people.  Processors 
of organic material (commercial composters) create 4 times as many manufacturing jobs as 
landfilling these materials.

Backyard Compost Recipe
Ingredients: 
• Air 
• Water 
• 2/3 Carbon (brown) source (dead, dried plant parts - leaves or pine 

needles) 
• 1/3 Nitrogen (green) source (fresh plant parts - grass clippings or kitchen 

vegetable and fruit scraps) 
Directions: 
Begin with about 6 inches of carbon. Add a layer of nitrogen a few 
inches thick. Finally, just add water until moist (like a wrung out sponge)!  
Maintain your compost bin by adding more carbon, nitrogen, and water then wait for the magic 
of the micro-organisms to happen. Stir the contents about once a week for even distribution of 
nitrogen, carbon, water and oxygen. When the compost is ready, remove from the bin and use 
in your garden.

Need more composting information?
• Georgia Recycling Coalition – www.georgiarecycles.org 
• U.S. Composting Council – www.compostingcouncil.org
• Georgia Recycled Organics Council – www.gacompost.org
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