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The Carton Council is a group of carton manufacturers united to 

deliver long term collaborative solutions to divert valuable cartons 

from the landfill.

Associate Member

Who is The Carton Council?
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What Does the

Carton Council Want?
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What are Drivers 

for Carton Council Goals?
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What are òCartons ó?
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ÅRefrigerated (Gable Top): used 

for milk, juice, creamer é

ÅShelf stable (Aseptic):  used for 

soups, milk, juice, wine, wateré

Uses for Cartons
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What are Cartons Made From?

Refrigerated ñgable topòcartons 

contain about 80% paper

and 20% polyethylene

Cartons are Not 

Wax Coated
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What are Cartons Made From?

Shelf-stable ñasepticòcartons

contain on average 74% paper,

22% polyethylene and 4% aluminum

Cartons are Not 

Wax Coated
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Sustainable Cartons

Cartons are one of the most sustainable food and 

beverage packages 

RENEW

RECYCLE

REDUCE

ÅMade mainly from paper

ÅPaper is a 100% renewable resource 

ÅFiber comes from well - managed forests

ÅLight weight and compact

ÅLow package - product ratio 

ÅLow carbon footprint through lifecycle

ÅCartons are recyclable

ÅIn facté

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.recycle.dpw.dc.gov/recycle/lib/recycle/RecyclingSymbolGreen.JPG&imgrefurl=http://www.recycle.dpw.dc.gov/recycle/cwp/view,a,1375,q,634588,recycleNav,|33748|.asp&h=800&w=800&sz=46&tbnid=zItgB2xqNv_3GM:&tbnh=143&tbnw=143&prev=/images?q=recycling+symbol&um=1&start=1&sa=X&oi=images&ct=image&cd=1
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Recycling and Cartons ð

A Misunderstood Commodity In US

Á High Value Material

Á 100% virgin fibers ïno ink

Á Some of the best fiber still in the waste stream

Á High yield for mill operations

Á Carton Recycling Standard Practice Globally

Á Over 140 mills taking cartons worldwide, 9 in N.A.

Á We are playing catch-up here in the US

Á Cartons Recycled in US for More than 2 Decades

Á Proven in large markets like New York

Á Expect Cartons to be .5% and higher of incoming material
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Carton Recycling Supply Chain

Seeking Partnerships across supply chain

Cities Sorters Brokers Mills
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Carton Recycling Access Campaign

1. Build sustainable markets

- Build the Demand

2. Build sustainable infrastructure

- Build the Supply ñPipelineò

3. Develop consumer awareness          

and participation

- Fill the Supply ñPipelineò
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Achieving the òRight Formula ó

ÅPro-active industry partnership for voluntary 

producer responsibility

ÅPushing carton friendly financial and technical 

resources into supply chain

ÅSupporting sorting facility capital upgrades

ÅProviding marketplace assistance for 

guaranteed movement of cartons

ÅBuilding community and hauler support

for carton recycling access
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Carton Recycling Strategy ð

Working Backwards from End Markets

Mills/Pulping Process

Developing 

Markets for 

Poly/Au 

Component

Paper Products
Tissues

Plates

Paper

Consumer

Communities

Haulers

Sorters & Brokers
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Carton Recycling Strategy ð

Working Backwards from End Markets

Mills/Pulping Process

Developing 

Markets for 

Poly/Au 

Component

Paper Products
Tissues

Plates

Paper

Consumer

Sorters & Brokers

Strategy Step #1: Start 

with End Markets

Strategy Step #2: Targets MRFs and Sorting

Strategy 

Step #3: Targets 

Household Access

Communities

Haulers
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Step 1: Build Sustainable Markets

Å Identify Suitable N.A. mill partners

ÅNegotiate agreements with mills to buy cartons at 

prices that drive collection and sorting

ÅDevelop broker ties to move supply to markets

Cities MRFs Brokers Mills

Step 1


